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4 MYADFT (AP) .‘t. S a udi Arabia ealltd Thursday For an emergency 
cprfw^ of tfreOrgamsatioo of Petroleum Exporting Countries 

to. dUcutt bow {Ordeal with ibe market situation in Hght of the 
fraq- Kuwait cri*!B. : S*udl 03 Minister Hshmi Muer said the 
unidentified members of the group, “have 
■•' ™.m t nniiffdia xe OPEC meeting to *>;««»« a. unified decision on 

‘ tteaCog'wfth ooad&kaa^rf the market 3 The minister, in a short official 
•^dement, also denied that the kingdom bad notified any of its customers 
of ray cutbacks in oil supply for die month of September. Earlier in the 
day, Tok yo reports said Saudi Arabia had notified U-S., European and 
Japanese ad oosyankg^of a 15-20 per cent cutback in its oil supply in 
Se^ember. The reports were attributed to the Japanese Foreign Ministry, 
lo Ba ghda d, meatmhfle, the Iraqi government accused the United States 
of ignoring its own strict polking of the economic sanctions against Iraq. 


Volume 15 Number 4470 



AMMAN FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1990, MUHARRAM 26, 1411 


“Hostages to be freed by end of W 

—.The leftist Beirut newspaper Al Safir said Thursday all 
14 Western nostages held in Lebanon, including six Americans, wifi be 
freed by the end of die year. In a front-page report, the respected 
new spaper quoted wcQ informed diplomatic sources as saying “ ‘secret 
contacts... involving the concerned capitals, particularly Tehran." were 
under way to resolve the issue. Most of the captives are believed held by 
extremists operating under the umbrella of the Iranian-backed Hezbollah, 
The report quoted the unnamed sources as saying they “expect positive 
developments in the coming few days related to the fate of the Western 
hostages held in Lebanon.” The issue of the bosuges, as a result of the 
developments in the Gulf region, has been put on a very hot burner." The 
hostage-takers have made various demands for the release of prisoners 
held by Israel in South Lebanon, and convicted extremists jailed in 
Kuwait and Western capitals. Israel has refused to free hundreds of 
inmates held on suspicion of involvement in attacks against Israeli troops 
in South Lebanon. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Sandi Arabia 1-50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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Qatar deports 
Jordanian journalist 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Qatar de- 
ported Jordanian jou rnalis t Saleh 
Zaftouh, who worked as the poB- 
ticai editor of Qatari papier Al 
Raya "rod- Palestine National 
Coonc^ member Saleh Al Bar- 
gbooti. Botb-raen arrived in Am- 
man Monday. Zaitonn told the 
Jordan TSinesand Al Ra'i that he 
know nothing about the canses 
for such a measure and that he 
had been working for over IS 
yearn in -die field of journalism. 
The Qatari authorities had earlier 
ordered the deportation of* 
Palestinian' Sheikh Isma'il Al 
Kilanj, who' worked as imam of 
Al TJsairi Mosque in Qatar, and 
Palestinian citizen Mohammad 
Al Ayidi who worked as a teacher 
at the Qatari Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

U,S. sending 
‘Stealth’to Gulf 

Washington (R) — The De- 
fence Department has said the air 
force will deploy highly sophisti- 
cated “Stealth” fighters to the 
Middle East as part of a major 
buildup of U.S. forces in the Gulf 
crisis. The brief announcement 
did not say how many of die $106 
mOHon radar-avoiding aircraft 
would be sent to the region or 
where they would, be based. 

Iraq frees prisoners 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, has. 
ordered the immediate release of 
prisoners jailed tor petty crimes, 
Baghdad Television reported. It 
said those .riot covered by the. 
amnesty inchide “spies, drag traf- 
fickers, convicted murderers, 
those belonging to (foreign) 
agent movements pr„convicted of 
plotting against tbetegjme.” -Thel 
announcement did hot-sajr how 
many people would be freed. 

Indian Muslims 
bum U.S. flag 

.NEW DELHI (R)w About 100 
Indian MusEm students burned 
American flags and shouted slo- 
gans in front of the U.S. embassy 
in New Delhi Thursday deman- 
ding a withdrawal of Western 
forces from the :GniL 

Syria congratulates 
Iranon peace . . 

NICOSIA (R) — Syria, which 
backed Iran in its eight-year war 
with Iraq, congratulated Tehran 
Thursday - over Baghdad’s peace 
proposal accepting Iran’s peace 
terms. The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul HaHm Khaddam met Pres- 
ident Ah Akbar Hashemf Rafsan- 
jani and. “congratulated the 
accompfetenent of the Iranian 
nation’s righteous demands'.” 
IRNA said Khaddam declared 
Syria's readiness to take a joint 
stance with Iran over the crisis 
sparked by Iraq’s seizure of 
Kuwait Aug. 2. Khaddam, who 
arrived in Tehran Wednesday 
with Syrian. Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa, also handed 
Rafsanjani a message from Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad, IRNA 
added. 

Solarz: War 
may be necessary . 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A visiting 
member of the American House 
of Representatives Foreign 
Affairs Committee warned 
Thursday that the United States 
and other countries may resort to 
war if economic sanctions against 
Iraq fail. Israel’s defence minister 
Mosfae Areas also estimated that 
such an outcome of the Gulf crisis 
was posable. Stephen J. Solarz, a 
New York Democrat, vowed 
Thursday “to do whatever we 
need to do in order to make sure 
that Kuwait once again becomes 
an independent country and that 
Sa ddam Hussein is not in a posi- 
tion to enjoy the fruits of his 
annexation” of Kuwait. Speaking 
on Israel Radio, Solarz said the 
failure of economic blockade 
would give Iraq enormous be- 
nefits. “It would, put (Iraq) in a 
position through the intimidation 
jffthe other Gulf countries where 
{it) could single-handedly deter- 
mine the price and production 
levels of oil which, in turn, would 
give (h) a stranglehold on the 
economy of the test of the world. 

It would also instantaneously 
legitimise it throughout the Arab 
World, 7 • Solarz said. 


King, Bush meet for 2 V 2 
hours; no progress reported 

7 suppose one has to have hope, ’ King says 


KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine 
(Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein reported no progress 
Thursday in his attempt to find a 
peaceful solution to die Gulf 
crisis after talks with U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush. 

The King said after meeting 
Bush fortwo and a half hours that 
he did not deliver any proposal 
from Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein for resolving the crisis. 
Nor (fid be give any indication of 
progress towards a diplomatic 
solution. 

“I’ve tried my utmost to see 
what could be done in an Arab 
context, and TO continue to do 
my best to bring a resolution to 
this problem,’ be told reporters. 

Asked if he still had any reason 
for hope, the King said: “I sup- 
pose one has to have hope. With- 
out hope you can’t get any- 
where.” 


The King described his talks 
with Bush as frank, open and 
candid, diplomatic language that 
typically signals disagreement. 
He called Bush “an old friend of 
mine.” 

“I did not bring any message. I 
am not talking on behalf of any- 
one in the area,” the King told 
reporters. 

The King, who arrived from 
Washington at about noon (1600 
GMT) for the meeting, signalled 
that he was not yet prepared to 
honour an American request to 
close the port of Aqaba to Iraqi 
commerce. 

“I’m not saying we have 
altered our position in this re- 
gard,” he said. 

He said his government was 
seeking clarification from the Un- 
ited Nations on what was re- 
quired under international sanc- 
tions against Iraq for its Aug. 2 


take-over of Kuwait. 

“This is a question of detail the 
government is dealing with,” be 
said when asked if Aqaba would 
be dosed to Iraq. 

The King, who has been seek- 
ing to mediate the dispute be- 
tween his allies in Baghdad and 
Washington, expressed the hope 
that the crisis would ease. 

“I tried my utmost to see what 
could be done.” he said. 

He said bis talks with Bush 
were useful because they gave 
him a chance to hear Bush’s 
views. But be gave no indication 
of any progress on a diplomatic 
solution. 

King Hussein was escorted to 
his helicopter from Bush's seaside 
holiday home by sombre-looking 
U.S. officials, including Secretary 
of State James Baker and Nation- 
al Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
croft. Neither Baker nor Scow- 


croft commented to reporters. 

Bush, who had given King 
Hussein a helicopter tour of 
Washington during a friendly 
meeting last year, remained in- 
side bis borne. 

Earlier, U.S. officials sought to 
play down what the meeting 
would produce, even though 
many Arab leaders saw the talks 
as a last chance to end the crisis 
peacefully. 

The King said Aqaba is vital to 
Jordan. “It’s our only outlet to 
the sea,” he said. 

“We have had a very fine, 
open, friendly discussion. I be- 
lieve we understand where we 
both stand, and at the same time I 
am leaving with a dearer idea of 
what the president’s thinking is,” 
said King Hussein. 

Asked if he had brought a 

(Continued on page 4) 


Saddam lashes at Bush, says 
president misleading U.S. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
Thursday accused U.S. President 
George Bush of trying to discre- 
dit him by labelling him a liar — 
and accused Bush of misleading 
tlie American people in the Gulf 
crisis. 

“You, president of the United 
Stated-have chosen 'to be -a liar,” - 
Saddam said. “Yak have lied to 


your people.” 

As be has in the past, Saddam 
mixed con dilatory rhetoric with 
new uireats. He insisted he had 
no aggressive intentions,” “We 
continue to pray and pray hard to 
God so that there will be no 
confrontation. . . ” 

But he warned that if the Un- 
ited States persists mentering tire 
“dark tunnel” of intervention. 


Iraq asks Americans, Britons 
to gather at hotels 

AMMAN (AP) — Iraqi military authorities in Kuwait instructed all 
Aperient and Britons to assemble at hotels in the emirate 
Thursday. U-S- officials called the order n^atUed. Britain 
condemned it as “grave and sinister.” 

“What we fear is that they wffl be interned somewhere, most 
Hedy in Iraq,*’ Brttahi’s Foreign Office Minister Wffliara WakJeg- 
rave arid in Lo nd o n . 

The U.S. Stale Department said the 2^00 Americans in Kuwait 
were given two hours to move to a hotel to protect them against 
“unspecified threats.” 

The International Hold, where the Americans were told to 
gather, h opposite the UJS. embassy hi Kuwait City. 

Initially, the Iraqi authorities told the U-S. ambassadm- in 
Kuwait, Nathaniel HoweB, that the Americans should go to central 
points, such as hotels. “But then it became dear they m e a nt the 
Kawaiti International,” State Department spokesman Rkhard 
Boucher said in Washington. 

BoweB pro tested the order as unjustified and impractical. 

Britain, whose 4,000 nationals in Kuwait were ordered to go to the 
Regency Hotel, has contacted its European Community partners 
and other affies to see tf sfanBar demands had been made 00 other 
fordga communities hi Kuwait. 


“you will receive thousands of 
Americans wrapped in sad cof- 
fins..." 

“I used to think that you were 
much more far-sighted than you 
actually displayed,” the Iraqi 
president said in a statement read 
by an announcer on Iraqi Televi- 
sion that was billed as an open 
letter to Bush. 

The spoken translation was 
provided by Cable News Net- 
work, but — since the speech was 
aimed at Bush — it also carried 
subtitles provided by Iraqi TV. 

In his most personal statement 
to date on the crisis that began 
with his Aug. 2 takeover of 
Kuwait, the Iraqi president ac- 
cused Bush of tiying to humiliate 
Arabs by the use of U.S. military 
force. 

"You’re going to be defeated,” 
he said. 

A day earlier, in a speech at the 
U.S. Defence Department, Bush 
said Saddam had lied to his Arab 
neighbours about his intentions in 
Kuwait, and said such dishonesty 
made him a threat to strategic 
Saudi Arabia. 

“It is Saddam who invaded an 
Arab state. It is Saddam who now 
threatens the Arab Nation," 
Bush said then. “We, by contrast, 
now seek to assist our Arab 
friends in tbeir hour of need.” 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraqi withdrawal from 
Iran to take five days 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq’s 
withdrawal of troops from Ira- 
nian territory will take five days 
when it starts on Friday, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) reported. 

It said President Saddam Hus- 
sein chaired 8 meeting of the 
general command of the armed 
forces. Thursday morning to de- 
cide the withdrawal period. The 
meeting was attended by ax of 
Iraq’s. most powerful leaders. 

Saddam announced Wednes- 
day that Iraq was agreeing to all 
Iran's conditions for a peace trea- 
ty with Iran. 

He said the aim of the peace 
bid was to free bis entire million- 
strong army to confront Westefn- 
led forces and his official press 
appealed to Iran to join Iraq in a 
holy war against “crusader pollu- 
tion.” 

Apart from withdrawing from 
the rem aini ng Iranian territory it 
holds, Iraq will send home 30,000 
Iranian prisoners .of war, also 
starting Friday, and recognise the 
1975 Algiers agreement defining 
toe border with Bten. 

Saddam ripped 3p the Algiers 
agreement before toe war began 
in 1980. 

Saddam ’s concessions to Iran 
followed an Uncompromising 
message -from Tehran winch told 
him be cook! not hope to gain in 
negotiations what he foiled to win 
in the eight-year Gulf war, Iran 
disclosed Thursday. 


Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani wrote to 
Saddam on Aug. 8 ruling out a 
face-to-face meeting until Iraq 
was ready to return to the 1975 
Algiers accord. 

He also masted that withdraw- 
al of Iraqi forces from Iranian 
territory should take place in days 
or weeks, not months. 

Saddam accepted both de- 
mands in his dramatic announce- 
ment a week later, offering Iran 
“everything you wanted” to end 
the diplomatic stalemate which 
had lasted since toe end of fight- 
ing in the bloody 1980-88 conflict. 

Rafsanjani's letter responded 
to Iraqi messages sent on July 16, 
July 30 and Aug. 3 — the day 
after the takeover of Kuwait. It 
was published by toe official news 
agency IRNA Thursday. 

The text showed that the Ira- 
nian leader reaffirmed Iran’s con- 
demnation of Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait and accused Saddam of 
potting a racial doctrine of Arab- 
, ism ahead of Islamic brother- 
hood. 

Iraq’s “unexpected aggression 
against a neighbour (Kuwait) 
without the slightest notice... 
could weaken our trust and create 
a serious doubt about (Iraqi), 
motives in talks over toe past few’ 
months," Rafsanjani said. 

“It is amazing that by resorting 
to Arabism, our rightful stand (Hi 
the occupation of Kuwait by the 


Iraqi army has been criticised 
while more obvious issues, in- 
cluding paving the ground for the 
extensive presence of foreign 
forces in the region... have been 
ignored.” 

Rafsanjani wrote that Iraqi 
proposals on the Shatt Al Arab 
were a retreat from earlier daims 
to total ownership, but could still 
not be accepted by Iran. 

“Peace talks should be based 
on the 1975 accord,” the Iranian 
leader told Saddam. 

“In toe absence of any commit- 
ment to previous agreements, 
especially the agreement which 
bears your own signature, one 
cannot be expected to trust what 
is being said today.” 

Rafsanjani’s letter rejected a 
two-month Iraqi withdrawal from 
Iranian territory "because if this 
action is based on good will it can 
be accomplished in one or two 
days.” 

The Iranian president said Iran 
was determined to reach a peace 
a gre ement but “the tone of your 
last letter does not suit tire atmos- 
phere needed in peace talks.” 

“We should abide by the inter- 
nationally recognised agree- 
ments... and not seek more than 
our legitimate rights, because 
what has not been achieved in 
tire course of the eight-year war 
cannot be expected to be mater- 
ialised in talks,!’ Rafsanjani 
wrote. 


House 
reviews 
contingency 
measures 

By Mariam M. Sbahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament me^in a closed 
session Wednesday and discus- 
sed Jordan’s econo mi c situation 
and toe impact of sanctions 
against Iraq on the national 
economy as well as measures to 
be adopted in the event of 
hostilities breaking out in toe 
Gulf, deputies said Thursday. 

“We discussed ways and 
means to prepare the popula- 
tion for toe worst scenario,” 
said one deputy who attended 
the session. “We also asked 
ministers to brief us on tire 
available food supplies in Jor- 
dan as well as on steps to be 
taken if the ‘civilised’ world 
Mocks the port of Aqaba to 
punish us for being against fore- 
ign intervention in toe region,” 
be added. He spoke to the 
Jordan Tunes on condition of 
anonymity. 

This version of tire almost 
four-hour meeting of toe House 
was confirmed by several other 
deputies, all of whom insisted 
on anonymity in line with par- 
liamentary regulations which 
prevent members of the House 
from revealing deliberations of 
closed-door sessions. However, 
none of tire deputies was willing 
to go to any extent to detailing 
the discussions that took place 
Wednesday. 

The deputies who spoke to 
toe Jordan Times Thursday 
categorically denied reports 
that the House had adopted a 
resolution reportedly stating 
that Parliament would oppose 
any move by tire government to 
enforce international sanctions 
against Iraq. “I'd say that it was 
only an exchange of views dur- 
ing which most deputies spoke 
out against implementing anti- 
Iraqi sanctions, and that such 
sanctions are detrimental to 
Jordan’s national interests,” 
said a deputy. “There was no 
resolution or vote.” 

According to another depu- 
ty, “the dosed session was an 
open and frank discussion be- 
tween members of Parliament 
and members of the Cabinet of 
what options were open to Jor- 
dan and what measures could 
be taken to protect our eco- 
nomy.” 

Parliamentarians also said 
that deputies asked ministers to 
brief them of toe availability of 
food supplies and the status of 
the civil defence training which 
was ordered by Royal directives 
earlier in the week. 

“The mood is we have to 
prepare ourselves for the 
worst,” one deputy said. “We 
are not rich and not powerful; 
but toe Jordanians, toe govern- 
ment and the people are stick- 
ing to tbeir principles in this 
crisis and are trying to prepare 
themselves for hard times 
ahead,” be added. 


Gulf crisis cannot be seen in 


isolation. Regent tells EC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan, 
toe Regent, Thursday warned 
against tackling the Gulf crisis in 
separation from other problems 
in the Middle East and reaffirmed 
Jordan’s determination to find a 
peaceful settlement to the Gnif 
conflict, toe Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, reported. 

The Regent was speaking at a 
meeting with a visiting delegation 
from the European Community 
(EC) in eluding Italian Foreign 
Minister Gianni de Michels, Irish 
Foreign Minister Gerald Collins 
and Lnxembong Foreign Ministry 
Secretary of State Georgjs Wofh- 
fart, Petra reported. It said the 
Regent briefed the EC delegation 
on the Jordanian position vis-a- 
vis the Gulf crisis and the econo- 
mic impact on the Jordanian eco- 
nomy if the Kingdom was to 


implement international sanc- 
tions on Iraq for its takeover of 
Kuwait. 

Prince Hassan warned against 
“actions that will lead to military 
confrontation and said the inevit- 
able result will be then more 
suffering and radicalism all over 
the region.” 

De Michelis, who is leading the 
delegation, said the EC under- 
stood Jordan's political stand 
under the leadership of King 
Hussein, who is dying \o find a 
peaceful settlement for the con- 
flict. 

The minister said the EC was 
probing into the reasons behind 
the problem on order to reach a 
peaceful solution based on im- 
plementing the related U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. 

He also affirmed the import- 
ance of continuing the Arab- 


European dialogue and the ne- 
cessity to enhance cooperation 
and relations between the coun- 
tries in the region and the EC 
states. 

The minister referred to the 
ECs keenness and readiness to 
help in solving the economic 
problem facing Jordan. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of Information and 
acting Foreign Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddin, Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ziad Fariz, Minister of 
Planning Khaled Amin Abdallah, 
the governor of toe Central Bank 
of Jordan, the foreign ministry 
secretary general and Jordan’s 
ambassador to Belgium and the 
EC and the Italian and the Span- 
ish ambassador in Amman and 
the ECs charge d'affaires in Am- 
man. 


EC sees room for diplomacy, 
insists on U.N. resolutions 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The European Com- 
munity (EC) believes that there is 
room for manoeuvrability for a 
diptomatic/poLracal solution to the 
Gulf crisis but the “total and com- 
plete” implementation of the related 
Security Council resolution should 
precede any moves towards dialogue, 
Italian Foreign Minister G ianni de 
Michelis said Thursday. 

De Michelis mid a press conference 
the EC is willing to contribute what- 
ever it can to realise a political solu- 
tion to the crisis, but there cannot be 
any acceptance of Iraq's “annexa- 
tion” of Kuwait, which Baghdad took- 
over Aug. 2 and merged it with Iraq 
four days later. 

“The total and complete imple- 
mentation of (U.N. Security Council) 
resolution 660, 661 and 662” should 
precede any effort for dialogue to 
resolve the conflict, said the Italian 
foreign minister, who. along with his 
Irish counterpart Gerald Collins and 
Luxembourg Secretary of State 
George Wohlfart, held talks with IBs 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
earlier in the day. 

Resolution 660, issued Aug. 2, a 
few hours after Iraqi troops moved 
into Kuwait, condemned the Iraqi 
“aggression'’ and called for an im- 
mediate Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait. Resolution 661, adopted 
Aug. 5, called for sweeping interna- 
tional sanctions and trade embargo 
against Iraq, and resolution 662, 
approved Aug. 9. declared Iraq’s 
“annexation" of Kuwait as “null and 
void." 

De Michelis told the press confer- 
ence that the EC “troika” — the 
i mm ediate former, present and next 
presidents of the European Council 


of Ministers — discussed four key 
points with the Crown Prince. These, 
he said, were; 

— The EC position on the Gulf 
crisis; 

— Means to implement the U.N. 
resolution, and the possible impact of 
anti-Iraq sanctions on Jordan's eco- 
nomy; 

— EC participation in compensa- 
tion for countries whose economies 
will be adversely affected by the 
sanctions; and 

— Means to arrive at a diplomatic/ 
political solution to the Gulf crisis. 

De Michelis. describing tire EC 
team's hIIk in Amman as “deep, 
useful and constructive.” said, “we 
understand the difficult position (of) 
Jordan” in the context of the sanc- 
tions. and that the EC considers 
“implementation of the embargo 
absolutely necessary ... and we are 
ready to give full politial and econo- 
mic support to Jordan in this direc- 
tion.” 

v The Italian foreign minister refused 
to be drawn into answering a direct 
question whether Jordan had told the 
EC that the Kingdom would impose 
sanctions against Iraq if the commun- 
ity undertook to compensate it. He 
wonld only say that “Jordan has said 
that it will abide by the Security 
Council resolutions.'' 

He said Jordan had submitted a 
“comprehensive” memorandum out- 
lining the repercussions on its eco- 
nomy of sanctions against Iraq, the 
Kingdom’s main trade partner, 
accounting for almost 40 per cent of 
exports in 1989. The EC might par- 
ticipate in any aid package to Jordan 
decided under article SO of the United 
Nations charter which provides for 
possible assistance to countries whose 
economies could be hit by mandatoiy 
sanctions approved by the world 


body. 

De Michelis said that while the EC 
supported the American decision to 
deploy in Saudi Arabia to protect the 
Kingdom against a perceived Iraqi 
threat of invasion, the community 
also believed that any kind of naval 
blockade to enforce the international 
sanctions against Itaq should be done 
strictly under the umbrella of the 
United Natioos. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Thursday that 
military force by any country to en- 
force U.N. sanctions on Iraq would 
be a breach of the U.N. charter, as 
long as the Security Council did not 
approve the use of force. 

“Any intervention, whatever the 
country, would not be in accordance 
with either the letter or the sprit of 
the United Nations charter," Perez 
de Cuellar told a news conference in 
Lima, Peru. 

He was responding to a question as 
to whether the United States would 
be overstepping the bounds of the 
sanctions if it used military might to 
enforce them. 

Perez de Cuellar said it would be 
up to tire Security Council to decide 
when and if any force should be used 
to back sanctions on Iraq. 

De Michelis said the EC had sought 
Jordanian help to secure Iraqi permis- 
sion for the estimated 7,000 EC 
nationals stranded in Kuwait and Iraq 
to leave. He also appeared to be 
issuing a veiled warning to Baghdad 
by saying that Iraq was aggravating 
the matter by keeping thousands of 
EC citizens in the country. 

“We have asked Jordan to possibly 
help us in this direction and tell the 
Iraqis it will be a grave mistake, with 
negative consequences, not to under- 
stand the necessity to comply with 

(Continued mi page 4) 


Sharp decline in 
Aqaba shipping 


By Lsmis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AQABA — Amid growing 
apprehension that this Red Sea 
port could be the target of what 
the U.S. describes as “quaran- 
tine” but in effect could be a 
naval blockade against Iraqi ex- 
ports and imports shipping execu- 
tives here are reporting a sizeable 
decline in business since the Gulf 
crisis erupted Aug. 2. 

Two ships docked at the port 
Thursday, raising to 15 the total 
number of vessels berthed, but 
officials said once the vessels 
were unloaded and left, port acti- 
vities would come down to a 
trickle since the bulk of facilities 
here is designed to cater to Iraqi 
exports and imports, which could 
come to a standstill if toe U.S.- 
led “interdiction” plan is im- 
plemented in foil. 

The rate of ships docked at the 
harbour has declined drastically 
from an average of 35 ships a day 
to 15, most of which had arrived 
prior to toe Kuwaiti crisis. 

A key to toe success of the 
U.S.-led campaign to impose a 
blockade agains t Iraq, this tin y 
southern town has come under 
heavy pressures, fuelling frustra- 
tion and anger against Washing- 
ton. 

“How dare Washington ask us 
to stop sending food supplies 
and medidne while at the same 
time it expects Jordan to maintain 
its borders open with Iraq to 
facilitate the evacuation of West- 


ern nationals?” asked Issam 
Kawar, an executive of Amin 
Kawar and Sons, one of the 
leading companies in toe country. 

“They are tiying to force us to 
starve 14 million Arabs,” said an 
angry truck driver who has been 
worlring on the Aqaba- Baghdad 
route since 1982. 

Although United Nations 
Security Council sanctions nor- 
mally exclude food supplies and 
medicine, shipping agents said 
that many cargo owners had stop- 
ped Iraqi-bound food cargoes af- 
ter several Western countries 
froze Iraqi assets. 

“The contracts were made 
prior to the sanctions, but toe 
freezing of toe assets had made 
cargo owners order a halt to the 
disdiarging of all goods, includ- 
ing food supplies and medicine,” 
a port official explained. 

According to economists' esti- 
mates, ingoing and outgoing 
goods for Iraq amount to around 
50 per cent of the total volume 
handled by the port. At the same 
time, however, an embargo 
against Aqaba will deal a heavy 
blow to Jordanian exports and 
imports. 

Economist Fahed Ai Fanek 
estimates that more than 50 per 
cent of Joidan'e exports, mainly, 
potash, cement, phosphates and 
fertilisers are handled by the 

port. 

“Any embargo against Aqaba 
(Continued on page 4) 


Palestinians 

continue 

pro-Iraq 

rallies 

NABLUS, occupied West Bank 
(AP) — Israeli troops fired tear- 
gas and rubber bullets Thursday 
to disperse hundreds of Palesti- 
nians who marched through Nab- 
lus in support of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We are with you uutil vic- 
tory,” the demonstrators 
chanted. 

The marchers, some masked 
and armed with knives and pis- 
tols, carried Iraqi and Palestinian 
flags and posters showing Sad- 
dam embracing Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

The activists called on bystan- 
ders to join the march through 
Nablus' central market and the 
parade swelled from 300 to about 
1 , 000 . 

The pro-Saddam rally in Nab- 
lus was one of toe largest re- 
ported in the occupied territories 
this week. Hundreds participated 
in earlier demonstrations in Nab- 
lus and nearby towns and refugee 
camps. 

Demonstrators Thursday 
sharply attacked Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd for coopera- 
ting with the United States 
against Iraq. 

“You, Mubarak are toe rag of 
the Americans,” one marcher 
shouted through a megaphone. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Peace with Iran 
frees more than 


30 army divisions 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Thursday chat peace with 
Iran would free more than 30 
army divisions to confront U.S.- 
led forces in Saudi Arabia and 
appealed to Iranians to join a 
holy war against "crusader pollu- 
tion.” 

It also warned foreign pilots 
not to expect mercy if they were 
shot down on operations over 
Iraq. 

“We will not be able to guaran- 
tee the safety of those shot down 
over Iraq,'’ a communique from 
the air defence force said. 

The government newspaper A1 
Jtnnhuriya said Iraq's decision to 
withdraw its froces from Iranian 
territory from Friday “will free 
more than 30 divisions of the 
Iraqi army." 

Al Thawra, newspaper of the 
ruling Baath Party, said the peace 
initiative would “give Iraq added 
strength and more resources for 
victory." 

Baghdad would be more able 
than ever to defeat the military 
intervention planned by the Un- 
ited States, Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia and turn it “into a disastrous, 
expensive adventure. They will 
see." 

President Saddam Hussein 
startled the world Wednesday by 
accepting Iran's conditions for a 


formal peace ending the 1980- 
1988 Gulf war. 

The initiative clearly had wide 
ambitions, not only to free Iraqi 
troops from the border with Iran 
but seeking to turn Iraq's bitter 
enemy to an ally in the fight 
against the United States. 

The Iraqi Defence Ministry 
newspaper A1 Qadissiya de- 
clared: "The new era of peace 
between the two countries will 
also be the beginning of the 
establishment of Arab-Iranian re- 
lations based on cooperation and 
shared vital interests." 

It appealed for “a popular Isla- 
mic consensus which rejects this 
crusader pollution of Is lami c holy 
places and strives under the ban- 
ner of a holy war... to eliminate 
this American intervention and 
free Mecca and the tomb of the 
Great Prophet from this disgrace- 
ful filth." 

Iraq also said it will release 
1,000 Iranian prisoners a day 
under the peace initiative aimed 
at formally ending a decade of 
conflict with Iran to focus on the 
confrontation with the U.S. 
forces deployed in the Gulf. 

An air force spokesman, mean- 
while, warned that Iraq “cannot 
guarantee the safety" of any fore- 
ign pilot who might be shot down 
over Iraqi territory because of 


Opposition grows to 
Pakistani role in Gulf 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Opposi- 
tion is growing in Pakistan to a 
government decision to send 
troops to join Islamic forces de- 
ployed in Saudi Arabia. 

Right-wing religious parties 
and the leftist Awami National 
Party (ANP) have condemned 
the decision, which has also been 
greeted by critical newspaper 
editorials. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi 
has yet to say how many soldiers 
will be sent to Saudi Arabia, 
where U.S., Egyptian, Moroccan 
and Syrian forces are already in 
place. 

Defence sources believe about 
5,000 combat troops will be sent 
for what Jatoi said would be the 
defence of Islam's holiest shrines 
in Saudi Arabia. 

ANP leader Khan Abdul Wall 
Khan Thursday demanded the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Saudi Arabia and attacked Paki- 
stan’s decision to take part. 

“We oppose this move and 
consider it protection of the in- 
terests of the United States," he 
told reporters in Peshawar. 

The Muslim daily also accused 
Jatoi of buckling under U.S. 
pressure and urged him to think 
again. 

“It is doubtful if any single 
decision made by any govern- 
ment in Pakistan throughout the 
country's 43-year history has run 
in such clear violation of our 
national aspirations and enlight- 
ened self-interest," it said in an 
editorial. 

The U.S. embassy in Islama- 
bad denies playing any role in 
persuading Pakistan to join the 
multinational force. 

The Nation, a Lahore- based 
English language daily, said 
Pakistan was jeopardising the 
safety of 100,000 Pakistani work- 
ers living in Kuwait and Iraq and 
could push Baghdad into support- 
ing India over Kashmir. 

India and Pakistan have been 
at loggerheads over an uprising in 
Indian Kashmir since the begin- 
ning of the year, but Islamabad’s 
stand recently won the support of 
Arab states. 


Pakistan has about 90,000 
nationals working in Kuwait. 
Many crossed into- Saudi Arabia 
after the Iraqi take-over Aug. 2. 

State-run Pakistan Internation- 
al Airlines plans six emergency 
flights from Saudi Arabia to pick 
up Pakistanis fleeing Kuwait, an 
airline spokesman said on Thurs- 
day. 

He said the national carrier 
would operate one flight daily 
from Riyadh to Karachi from 
Friday to Wednesday. 


Malaysian role sought 

Saadi Arabia -has asked 
Malaysia to send troops to help 
protect 4t from a possible “inva- 
sion," Defence Minister Tengkn 
Ahmad Rifeauddeen said Thurs- 
day. 

“This has been conveyed to 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad, but so far wc have 
not made any derision," Tengku 
Ahmad told reporters in Tumpat, 
350 kilometres northeast of Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Tengku Ahmad said Malaysia 
will study the situation in the Gulf 
region before deciding whether to 
extend any aid, including military 
assistance, the national news 
agency Beroama reported. 

Government officials said King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia made the 
request to Malaysia through a 
special envoy. Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz. 

Sheikh Abdul, who is also 
Saudi Arabia's deputy foreign 
minister, was scheduled to leave 
for Jakarta, Indonesia, later 
Thursday with a similar message 
for President Suharto, they said. 

Sheikh Abdul, who also visited 
Bangladesh, said that country has 
agreed to send troops to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Malaysia is a member of the 
United Nations Security Council 
and was one of the sponsors of 
the resolution calling for a trade 
embargo on Kuwait and Iraq. 

Malaysia has sent troops over- 
seas on many occasions be ginning 
with the Congo crisis in Africa in 
the 1960s. It also sent troops to 
monitor the Iraq-Iran border and 
to Namibia. 


“the rage of the Iraqi people and 
the Arabs harbour for the aggres- 
sive foreign intervention." 

The warning was broadcast by 
Baghdad Radio. 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted 
a presidential spokesman as 
saying Iraq had decided to re- 
patriate 2,000 Iranian prisoners a 
day as of Friday. 

But the International Commit- 
tee of Red Cross (ICRC) said it 
did not have the facilities to 
absorb such a large number, “and 
that it is ready to bandle 1,000 
prisoners daily," INA quoted the 
spokesman as saying. 

He said those held longest will 
be the first to be released Friday 
at the border posts of Kasr-e- 
Shirin and Khanaqin. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA), monitored in 
Nicosia, said the governor of 
Qasr-e-Shirin said preparations 
to receive the freed inmates have 
been completed. It did not name 
the governor. 

In Geneva, Martine Haemmer- 
li. an ICRC spokesman con- 
finned that at ICRC request the 
transfer would at first be limited 
to 1,000 a day because a larger 
number could not yet be handled 
by tire 19-member Baghdad de- 
legation of the Red Cross. 

She said Iran had informed the 
Red Cross it would be ready to 
accept the first group Friday at 
the border. Inmates of a camp at 
Mosul, near the Iraqi-Turfcish 
border, will make up the first 
group, she said. 

Haemmerli said the experience 
gained in the first phase will allow 
stepping up the pace to an even- 
tual 2,000 daily. 

She said there has been no 
word yet from the Iranians as to 
when the first large group of Iraqi 
PoWs would be repatriated. 

Iranian newspapers Thursday 
bailed the dramatic peace offer 
by Iraq as total victory for Iran 10 
years after the Gulf war started. 

“Congratulations on the great 
victory to the Ir anian revolution- 
ary nation," ran a headline in 
Jomhuri Eslami after Saddam 
Hussein told Iran be agreed to all 
its demands for a peace accord to 
the war, Mateo by a U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire in August 
1988. 

The English-language Kay h an 
Daily said Saddam's declaration 
Wednesday did not affect Iran's 
condemnation of Iraq's take-over 
of Kuwaib Aug. 2. 

“The Iraqi annexation of 
Kuwait is not acceptable...,” it 
said. 

Baghdad’s offer to pull troops 
out of Iranian territory and back 
down on a border dispute along 
the Sbatt A1 Arab waterway 
proved Tehran had justice on its 
side, Jomhuri Eslami said. 

The papers rejoiced that 30,000 
Iranian prisoners of war would 
soon be coining home. The whole 
nation should honour them, 
Jomhuri Eslami said. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times said it hoped a peaceful 
solution would be found to the 
present Gulf crisis. 

Kayhan denounced the build 
up of U.S. forces in Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf, saying it could have 
catastrophic results for the Mus- 
lim world. 

"Let no-one be deceived by the 
U.S. presence and intention m 
this latest outbreak of ... Gulf 
tension," it said. 

"The real issue is not the 
sovereignty of the Al Sabahs (the 
ousted ruling family of Kuwait) 
or the Al Sauds (Saudi Arabia's 
rulers) but the continued ability 
of Washington to dictate oil pric- 
ing policy in the Middle East," it 
said. 


Arafat proposes 
Maghreb role 


TONIS (AP) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat sent an urgent 
message to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein concerning steps by 
the organisation to find an Arab 
solution for tire crisis in the Gulf, 
the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA reported Thursday. 

Western diplomats here said be 
reportedly proposed that North 
African nations mediate the crisis 
triggered by Iraq’s Aug. 2 takeov- 
er of Kuwait. 

WAFA said only that the “ur- 
gent message" concerned "steps 
taken by the PLO to ease the 
crisis in the Gulf and reach an 
Arab solution to this crisis." 

The agency said the message 
was handed to Iraqi Ambassador 
to Tunisia Hamed Jabbouri Tues- 
day. 

Western diplomatic sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Arafat feels die North 
African states are “best placed to 
play the role of mediator in the 
Gulf, given that they are not 
directly implicated in the con- 
flict." 

Arafat met Wednesday with 
T unisi an President Zine Al Abi- 
dine Ben AJi and was expected to 
hold simi lar meetings in Algiers 
and Rabat. 

The five North African states 
— Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, 
Mauritania and Libya, have 
taken varied stands on the crisis. 

Tunisia was the only Arab 
League member not to attend the 
summit which condemned the 
takeover and voted for an Arab 
force. Ben Ali has spoken out 
against the growing Western 
military presence in the region. 

Libya voted against the Arab 
League resolution, while Moroc- 
co, at the other end,- has sent 
troops to Saudi Arabia after vot- 
ing for the resolution. 

Algeria, which initially harshly 
condemned the takeover, ab- 
stained from voting on the re- 
volution. Demonstrations against 
the Western build-up in the Gulf 
were held by various political 
parties in three Algerian cities 
Wednesday. Mauritania express- 
ed reservations, neither voting 
nor abstaining. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi gave Arafat a letter for 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
the official Libyan News Agency 
JANA said Thursday. 

The JANA dispatch from Tri- 
poli (fid not say what the message 
said. JANA said Arafat arrived 
Wednesday morning in Libya, 
met with Qadhafi in the after- 
noon and departed later in the 
day. 

On Wednesday, Qadhafi called 
for the U.N. Security Councfl to 
meet in Geneva and consider 
steps that might avoid a “calam- 
ity" in the Gulf. 

Security Councfl officials con- 


firmed that a letter bad been 
received from the Libyan govern- 
ment requesting a meeting, but 
the English-language text was not 
yet available. 

Officials of the Libyan mission 
were unavailable for comment. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the Security Council 
and the president. Ambassador 
Aurel Dragos Munteann of 
Romania, was expected to discuss 
the request in informal consulta- 
tions with members. 

The Libyan news agency said 
Qadhafi called for a meeting in 
Geneva to criticise the U.S. milit- 
ary presence in the Gul£ 

“Army troops that are in the 
Gulf that do not cany the banner 
of the United Nations or that are 
not formed by the Security Coun- 
cil and under its command are 
regarded as troops of colonialist 
invasion and should be resisted," 
Qadhafi told the agency. 

“We reject individual attempts 
by some United Nations mem- 
bers in a bid to control and 
practice hegemony," be stud. 

On Monday the United States 
was isolated on the Security 
Councfl and criticised by some 
members who said it acted hastily 
and should not unilaterally en- 
force the U.N. embargo against 
Iraq without council approval. 

Another council resolution was 
needed to legalise die U.S. ac- 
tion, some argued. 


Pro-Iraq 

rallies 


(Continued from page 1) 
“Fahd, yon are a savant of the 
White House," yelled another. 

Dozens of Israeli troops 
observed the march from roof- 
tops outride the market. When 
marchers began hurting stones 
and bottles, troops responded 
with tear gas and rubber bullets. 

There were no reports of in- 
juries. 

- Saddam fever has been sweep- 
ing tiie West B ank and Gaza Strip 
since Sunday, when the Iraqi 
leader said he would only consid- 
er pulling out of Kuwait if Israel 
withdrew from the lands it occu- 
pied in the 1967 war. 

A leaflet distributed .in the 
occupied territories Thursday cal- 
led for Iraq to w i t h d ra w from 
Kuwait. 

But the statement also blamed 
the “American-Esraeli military 
alliance" for leading the Middle 
East into turmoil. 

Palestinians have accused the 
United States of adopting a dou- 
ble standard — tolerating Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip while reacting with all 
its might to the Iraqi take-over of 
Kuwait. 


American woman, daughter 
shot dead in Saudi Arabia 


NICOSIA (R) — An American 
woman and her daughter were 
shot dead in Riyadh, Saudi Ara- 
bia, during a gunbattie between 
police and a drug dealer who 
hijacked their car, the Saudi 
Press Agency said Thursday. 

The U.S. embassy m Riyadh 
named the Americans killed in 
the Tuesday night incident as 
Kimberly Hinkson, 33, and her 
daughter Courtney, 10, from Cali- 
fornia. 

'Security men captured (the 
drug dealer) ... the wife of an 
American and her daughter were 
killed," the agency said. 

The embassy said the Hink- 
sons, who had five other children, 
had been living in Saudi Arabia 
for seven years where Kimber- 
ley's husband Kent worked as a 
computer archivist for the Riyadh 


Development Authority. 

U.S. Ambassador Chas W. 
Freeman had a meeting with gov- 
ernor of Riyadh Prince Salman 
Ben Abdul Aziz Wednesday to 
discuss the killings which the 
Saudi police were still investigat- 
ing. 


The embasssy said the incident 
was "in no way" connected with 
the deployment to Saudi Arabia 
of U.S. troops. 

An embassy spokesman later 
said Kent Hinkson was slightly 
wounded in the shootout. He said 
it was unclear who had fired the 
bullets which killed Hmkson's 
wife and daughter. 

The family originally came 
from California but also have a 
home in Utah, the spokesman 
added. 


Yemenis 

demand 

American 

( 

pullout 


SANAA (Agencies) — About 

50.000 people marched to the 
U.S. embassy in Sanaa Thursday 
demanding an immediate with- 
drawal of American forces from 
Arab land. 

The peaceful march, the big- 
gest sauce the Yemeni republic 
was formed in May, also sup- 
ported Iraq’s peace initiative to- 
wards its Gulf war foe Iran. 

A delegation representing the 
People’s Committee for the Sup- 
port of Iraq and the Arab Nation 
handed an embassy official a note 
for delivery to President George 
Bush who has sent more than 

60.000 U.S. troops to Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

The demonstrators included 
political leaders, intellectuals, 
trade unionists, journalists, 
lawyers and peasants. 

They wound their way through 
the main streets of the Yemeni 
capital, carrying placards and 
shooting slogans denouncing the 
U.S. and supporting Iraq. 

“People of Iraq, we are with 
you,” “the Iraqi initiative a posi- 
tive step," “political parties and 
o r g a n i s a tions reject intervention ' 
and "No to imperialist froces in 
tire Gulf” shouted the protes- 
ters. 


A U.S. embassy official hesi- 
tated before venturing out to the 
main gate to be given the note, 
but was assured he would not be 
harmed. 

Yemenis held several demon- 
strations last week against the 
sending of U.S. and Western 
forces in the Gulf after Iraq's 
take-over of Kuwait. 

Yemen abstained at an 
emergency Arab summit held in 
Cairo endorsing the deployment 
of Arab forces to Saudi Arabia. 

The protests started in the 
wake of the summit conference. 

Police had barricaded roads 
leading to the American, Saudi 
Arabian and Egyptian embassies. 
These premises, along with those 
of the British and French embas- 
sies, were the target of stone- 
throwing and virulent shouting 
immediately after the vote Fri- 
day. 

“O coward Sand, agent of tire 
Americans," **0 Mubarak, agent 


[ Of 'the Americans,’’ were com- 


mon slogans ust^Thursday by 
the demonstrators. 


They were also shouting 
'‘boycot t for those who boycott 


Iraq,” “No interference in Arab 
affairs,” and "no sterling or dol- 
lar, no America or imperialism.” 
Aside from Saddam’s photos, 
the demonstrators also carried 
those of Libyan leader Muammar 


Qadhafi and Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Yemen has not officially con- 
demned the U.S. buildup, Egypt 
or Saudi Arabia. But the ruling 
presidium has called on the world 


community to accept Saddam’s 
initiative finking the settlement to 
Israel withdrawing from the occu- 
pied territories as a be ginning for 
settlement of the Gulf crisis. 

Yemenis have long resented 
tire dominance of Saudi Arabia 
on the Arabian peninsula, but an 
estimated one million work in the 
kingdom. 

Leading the demonstrations 
were political parties that are 
reviving since the merger, mainly 
those with pro-Iraqi affiliations. 

The authorities have said that 
the constitution of the unified 
Yemen guarantees freedom of 
expression, and that their role is 
limited to guaranteeing security 
of the foreign embassies. 

There is a Palestinian contin- 
gent based in Yemen since the 
exodus of 8,000 fighters of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion from Beirut after the Israeli 
invasion of 1982. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Little protest in U.S. over Gulf 


WASHINGTON (AP) — America’s streets and 
rang with protest in the era of Vietnam, are 
^mnistration challenges Iraq’s Saddmn nsmmx 
They may or may not stay that way. From noorfv 

Francisco, protest demonstrations have been 
attended sfoce the United States sent troops to Saudi 
Summer school is winding up at the nation scoUegK ana 
amvenaties, and most students are away, but cven^suramer tee 
response has been notably calm. One 

view Saddam as a villain, whereas many thought the Umt^Stetes 
overreached in its bombing of North Vietnam, ao^rtlmg^to 
experts who have observed anti-war movements 
and from without. An Associated Press pofl conductedlastweek 
showed 64 per cent approval for die use of U.S. troops to aetena 
Saadi Arabia against possible Iraqi attack. 


China to help evacuate Taiwanese 


BEIJING (AP)— The Chinese embassy in Kuwait has uttered to 
help evacuate 123 Taiwanese businessmen from the besieged 
capital, a Chinese official said Thursday. The Ministry of Foreign 
Economic Relations and Trade received a cable from the Chinese 
embassy saying die embassy would help the 123 employcesjof 
Taiwan’s state-run BBS Engineering leave Kuwait, sa id the 
official from the ministry’s international cooperation depart ment. 
She refused to give her name or provide any other information, 
and directed further questions to the Foreign Ministry. The 
foreign ministry had no imm ediate comment. In Taiwan ^ Vice - 
Foreign Minister Chen Cbien-Jen refused to comment on Grams 
offer of help. “We have sought help from all channels... not 
including the Chinese communists,” he .said. 


Nakayama due In Middle East Friday 


TOKYO (AP) — Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama leaves F riday 
on a nine -day visit to the Middle East in place of Prime Minister. 
Toshild Knife, who has postponed a trip to the troubled oil-rich 
region, the Foreign Ministry said Thursday. Earlier this week, 
Kaife announced he would delay bis trip, scheduled before the 
Iraqi cr isis erupted, and would send Nakayama instead. Ministry 
officials said Nakayama will visit Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Jordan and Egypt for talk* about the Middle East -crisis and on 
ways Japan can help restore peace and stability there. 
Nakayama’s schedule includes an overnight stopover in Bangkok 
before arriving in Saudi Arabia Saturday, followed by a two-day 
visit to Oman starting Sunday. Nakayama is to visit Jordan 
Monday, Egypt Tuesday and Turkey Wednesday. - - T ‘ 


Gas masks pose problem for Jews 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Ultra-ortbdox Jewish men face a dilemma in 
preparing for a'possible gas attack: shave off fhetr beards or do 
without gas masks: Jewish law forbids men from shaving, and 
many ultra-orthodox men grow fen beards and wear ride caries. 
But traditional gas masks won't seal properiyover facial hair. The 
Israeli government has considered distributing masksbecause of 
warning by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. Private sales of 
masks have boomed following the threats. The religious weekly 
Yom Hashishi Thursday suggested that ultra-orthodox men 
consider acquiring' gas masks designed for children because they 7 
cover the entire head- However, Israel** civil defence agency, 1 
which is responsible for procuring and distributing gas masks, says 
catering to fee needs of bearded men would not be possible. "As 
believers and children of be&evei* s we are continuing to five our 
lives wife frith and, in the mid, those who are worthy of 
protection will be protected," Yom Hashishi said. ; . 


r ■ Arab students sta^df^i^e^" 
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BUCHAREST (R) — About 200 Arifo 'students demonstrated 
peacefully outride the United States embassy in Bucharest 
Thursday, protesting against U.S. action in the Gulf. The 
students, chanting anti-American slogans, were supervised by 
stewards who said they wished to avoid any violence. Jordanians, 
Iraqis, Libyans, Sudanese and Palestinians joined fee protest 
against the U.S. dedsfon to send troops to Saudi Arabia foQowing 
fee Iraqi take-over of Kuwait. Thousands ofArab students came 
to study in Romania under deals readied wife dictator Nicolae 
Ceansesco, and many have stayed on since the December 
revolution when he was overthrown and executed. 


Indian foreign minister contacts superpowers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — India’s Foreign Minister, fresh from 
talks wife U.S. and Soviet officials, said “we are with the world 
community” on the question of embargoing trade wife Iraq. But 
India is also deeply concerned about fee safety of 185,000 of its 
citizens who have been firing in Iraq and Kuwait, External Affairs 
Minister Inder K. Gujral said Wednesday night after an how-long 
meeting with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker. That was a 
major concern prompting him to fly to Moscow and W ashing ton 
die past two days to discuss the Middle East crisis, he said. Gujral 
met Baker hours after arriving from Moscow, where he talked 
wife Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. . . 


Bangladesh feels bite of Gulf crisis 


DHAKA (R) — Hundreds of anxious motorists queued up 
outside jammed petrol stations in Dhaka Thursday after Bang- 
ladesh banned the sale of oil and petrol on Fridays to save stocks 
for emergencies. “We are haring an unusual rush since (President 
Hossam Mohammad) Ershad ordered an cril holiday on Friday’s 
and hinted at a possible shortage in oil supplies amid feare of a 
fresh gulf war,” said the manager of a city petrol depot. Queuing 
motonsts said they feared petrol and other fuel prices might go up 
rf imports from the Middle East were stopped or delayed. 
Bangladesh buys nearly two million tonnes of petroleum products 
and about one million tonnes of crude oil every year from Gulf 
countries, particularly from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 


Rac&o Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

JkMduEkctricrty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 63638! 

RJ Flight In fo r mati on 06-53200 

Queen ASa IntL Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813613/32 

Kbofidi Maternity. J. Arm ... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Anm.... 642441/2 

Jaba! Amman Maternity 642362 

Melbas, I. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shnnaoi Hospital .... 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI44utfber Hospital 667227/9 

Tire Islamic, AbdaE — 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaE 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajieen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen AEa Hospital ....... 60224060 

Anud Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (091991071 
Iba Shm Hospital ... (09)986732 

IBBUIV 

Princess Batina Hospital _ (02} 

Grade CtfJwBc Hospital 
Ib« Al Nafees ffosprud!L.. (02)247100 
AQABA: 

PrineeaaHaya Hospital .... (03)31 4 1U 


Upfxt/knrer pride m Ot per kg. 

* **** — - 600/500 

*&**»*' — 600 / 500 

500 / 450 

450 / 400 

300 / 250 

Or™*" 130/100 

CauEflower ....... . 250/200 

120T 80 

C&Mrabera (*n»B) ..... 240 / 180 

eggptaot... 160/120 

- — 500/400 

«®Pefrmt 350/300 

«epes 250 / 200 

£»=== 3 «f 

M”*** — 120 /.BO 

- ---- 1007 60 

■— 200/150 

oK^::::r;~ jsjsj; 

fy-ni _ 450 / 400- 

580/500 

Pd^ViMV 650/550 

200/150 

-■“•Mg' 

Radfafa ****■■■ 350/280 

K*ssb .... ........... ISO /M0 




- p 


*2 






s: 


£2. 






m 


*ai 


i- 


-■*L- 
■f 1 . .* 

— J 


'«■! 


•• . 






41 


^1 




£ 


V. 






V- 







News 


JORDAN TIMES, FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1990 3 


in 175 passengers 


By Manran Haddad 

Special jto the - Jordan Times 

AMMAN — — A9 Iraqi Air- 
ways- plane landed m Amman 
canrying about 175 passengers 
Thursday morning, raising 
hopes that Westerners 
stranded in Kuwait and Iraq 
could- bavebeen aboard, but 
die bope was short-lived when 
it hreame clear that the only 
Westerners it carried were an 
American television crew who 
had interviewed Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz in Bagh- 
dad Wednesday. 

The flight, believed to be the 
first' to land in Amman since 
early last week when a group 
of Japanese and French nation- 
als Sew m from the Iraqi capit- 
al. “carried mostly Arabs and 
some Asians,” according a pas- 
senger aboard the Boeing 727. 

Almost all other airports 
around the world are dosed to 
Iraq in line with the UN resolu- 
tions 660, 661 and 66 2 applying 
economic sanctions against 
Baghdad. Amman’s airport re- 
mains open since the Jordanian 
government has not yet ap- 
plied sanctions against Iraq. 

This commercial flight is the 
first to fly the Baghdad- 
Airnnan route since the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2. 
Iraqi Airways officials said that 
■ flights from Baghdad to Am- 
man will, “hopefully" resume 
on a daily basis; bat that no 
exact schedule has been set 


According to the Associated 
Press, which quoted an Iraqi 
Airways official, the flight 
brought 175 passengers into 
Amman and took the same 
number of people back to 
Baghd a d. The official said that 
Thursday’s flight to and from 
Amman only carried Arab pas- 
sengers. 

However, sources told the 
Jordan Times an American 
television crew wasim the jet- 
liner that landed in Amman. 
The television crew was 
brought to Baghdad last Tues- 
day to conduct an inverview 
with Tariq Aziz. 

The sources also said that 
there were no Westerners on 
the flight to Amman other than 
die American crew. The rest of 
the pass en g e rs were Arabs and 
Asians. 

Later Thursday, an Iraqi 
Airways official was quoted as 
saying an Iraqi Airways plane 
wiO fly to Amman from Bagh- 
dad Friday on the first com- 
mercial flight oat of the Iraqi 
capita! in 10 days. 

“Our first flight from Bagh- 
dad wfll arrive at Queen Alia 
International Airport just after 
1300 local time (1000 GMT), 
the unidentified official was 
quoted as saying by Reuters. 
“It vriU also return to Baghdad 
on the same day," she said. 

She said it has not been 
decided whether to resume 
regular flights., adding: “It is 
not dear yet. It will be decided 
on a day-to-day basis." 


House urges government 
to open state media 
to public leaders 







Regent congratulates South Korea 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Thursday sent a cable of -congratulations to South 
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo in which he congratulated him in 
his name and on behalf of the Jordanian people on his country's 
independence day anniversary. Prince Hassan wished the South 
Korean president continued good health and happiness and the 
South Korean people further progress and prosperity. 

NMI annulled 

AMMAN (Petra) - — . A Royal Decree was issued Thursday 
approving a law on the of the National Medical 

Institution (NMI) thus returning the hospitals' administration to 
the institutions thatois$<tto. supervise, them before die NMI was. 
est ablish ed. These mstftutiorif wffl take responsibility of supervis- 
ing and m anaging the hospitals. The NMI funds and financial 
commitments wflL be liquidated in accordance with decisions to be 
taken by the Cabinet The approval law stipulates that employees 
and workers who used to follow the Ministry of Health, the 
University of Jordan and the Royal Methcal Services Department 
return. to their previous jobs. 

Cabinet approves law amendment 

AMMAN (Petra) ■ — The Cabinet approved an amendment to the 
tables of drugs law based on Article 30of the Drugs Law No. 11, 
1988. The amendment included adding several narcotic subst- 
ances to the table of- prohibited, substances. 

Zaben inspects Ghor A! Safi hospitals 

KARAK (Petra) — Minister of Health Mohammad Addoub AJ 
Zaben Thursday inspected work and services presented to citizens 
at Ghor A1 Safi hospital and health centres in Ghor A1 Safi, A1 
Mazra’a, A1 Haditha, Kqeh and A1 Ma’moura villages. Zaben 
met with officials at the centres and (focussed the needs of the 
centres and ways of improving services at them. Zaben was 
accompanied by Karak Governor Ismail Dubaiman Al Zaben, 
Lower House of Parliament Deputy Mahmoud Al Hweimel and 
(be director of Karak Health Department. 

Forged ownership certificates on the market 

AMMAN (Petra) — An official at the Central Bank of Jordan 
(GBJ) said Thursday the Criminal Investigation Department 
received information from the general secretariat of the Interpol 
that some persons are trying to sell forged ownership certificates 
of ingots 999.5 attributed to Mexico Bank with prices 20 per cent 
less than the common price. The source asked citizens to be 
cautious and not to get involved if they were offered such 
certificates. 

Zarqa citizens train for People’s Army 

ZARQA (Petra) — The process of training citizens for the 
People's Army in Zarqa mid Roseifa cities started Thursday, 
according to Zarqa Governor Mohammad Hussein AJ Shobalti. 
Shobaki said the response of citizens for calls to join the People's 
Army was encouraging and affirmed' that the timing of the 
training process is flexible and does not affect the recruit’s daily 
commitments. In another development Shobaki received in his 
office representatives of the dubs and youth centres who offered 
to present all they can to the People’s Army command and the 
Civil Defence Department to train people on arms and rescue 
works. 

Ramthavofces support for King’s stand 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Ramtha cultural forum Thursday organised 
a public rally to voice support for His Majesty King Hussein and 
his stand on the situation in the Arab Gulf region. Speakers at the 
rally affirmed their foil support for King Hussein and lauded hp 
efforts to reach a settlement to the Gulf crisis. They also stressed 
the importance of providing Ramtha district capabilities to fortify 
Jordan’s steadfastness and defend Iraq against conspiracies. 

Faqlr meets preachers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ali Al 
Faqir met Thursday with mosque preachers in Amman Governo- 
rate. Faqir stressed the role of mosque preachers in directing the 
focal public opinion. Faqir pointed out to the necessity of advising 
people not to store food supplies since tins practice is against the , 
regulations of Islam. He said the dangers threatening the Muslim 
and the Arab Nation are the dearest evidence of the hatred 
crusade against Islam. 

^aqir inaugurates mosques 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ali 
Al Faqir Thursday opened two mosques in BaTama area, Al 
Mafnaq Governorate. Faqir delivered a speech in which he 
affirmed the role of mosques in preparing the generations for 
n ema i n g the. enemies of the Islamic Nation. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament Thurs- 
day urged the government to 
allow public Jordanian leaders 
to address the people through 
the official media in order to 
inform them on the repercus- 
sions of the Gulf crisis in Jor- 
dan. 

“The public has to be in- 
formed about the logistics and 
implications of the Gulf crisis,” 
Speaker of the Lower House 
Suleiman Arar said in an inter- 
view at the end of a closed 
meeting Thursday morning. 

Arar explained that special- 
ised personalities would also 
provide the public with in- 
formation on ways to tighten 
their belts and minimise their 
expenditures to “allow the 


country to face this dangerous 
challenge which the people of 
this country have decided to 
stand up to behind its lead- 
ership.” 

“We in Jordan believe that 
we are facing an impending 
danger with no foreseen re- 
sults, but we have to be ready 
for. and this is the choice of 
our people,” Arar said. 

The House also called for a 
more effective civil defence 
planning by the government 
and highlighted the importance 
of enlisting larger numbers of 
people in the People’s Army. 
“We asked for speedy training 
in tbe different parts of the 
Kingdom in order no to be 
taken by surprise by the de- 
velopment of events.” 



Queen pledges continued 
commitment to community 


Swletona Arar 

The House also decided to 
send a number of letters to 
friendly parliaments around 
the world to explain “Iraq's 
position and the threats now 
facing the region,” Arar said. 


8,000 cross into Jordan from 
Iraq; ‘human wave* expected 


AMMAN — Over eight thousand 
people crossed into Jordan from 
Iraq Thursday as the Iraqi author- 
ities further relaxed exit formalities 
of reudent Asians, Africans, Latin 
Americans and East Europeans, 
and ofikaais said there could be a 
“human wave" across the border 
in tbe next few days amid mount- 
ing feats of a military conflagration 
m the Gulf. 

Among those who arrived here 
Thursday were seven Westerners 
— three Americans, three Britons 
and a woman bom in Madagascar 
and believed to bold a French 
passport. They were the first Wes- 
terners allowed to leave Iraq in five 
days. 

American embassy officials 
identified one of the Americans as 
a U.S. national of Arab origin, but 
'said the other two have used their 
privileges under “the privacy waiv- 
er act" and opted not to be named. 

British embassy offid: 2s said die 
three Britons did not contact the 
embassy, and other sources said 
they were of Indian origin bokfiog 
British passports and were 
stranded in Kuwait as transit pas- 
sengers. • ■••X- .... • 

Mcanwfaije, special flights.-ft&m 
several Asian countries landed jypd 
took off from Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport carrying evacuees 
from Iraq and Kuwait. These in- 
chided flights from India and the 
Philippines; the two countries with 
large expat r ia t e communities living 
m Kuwait and Iraq. 

According to ABC television, 
most Europeans and North Amer- 
icans stranded in Amman were 
free to move around in Baghdad 
except for a group of 36 Americans 
and two Britons who were res- 
tricted to a hotel in the Iraqi 
capital. ABC said the group, winch 
was taken from Kuwait to Bagh- 


By P.V. Vivekammd 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


dad, was otherwise being treated 
well. 

In the meantime, reports from 
the Saudi-Jordanian border indi- 
cated an average of 900 people, 
mostly of Arab origin, crossing 
over to Jordan after reaching Saudi 
Arabia from Kuwait following 
Baghdad's takeover on Aug. 2. 

A witness who visited the border 
post told the Jordan Tunes that 
most of the arrivals were Syrians, 
Lebanese and Egyptians. "The 
border authorities have adopted a 
system of collecting a convoy of a 
couple of hundred people of the 
same nationality and driving the 
convoy under escort to the bor- 
der," tbe witness told the Jordan 
Times. “Tbe Syrians and Lebanese 
are driven to the border at Ramtha 
white the Egyptians and other 
North Africans are taken to 
Aqaba” where they cam board one 
of the Perries across the gulf of 
Aqaba to Nuwcibe in Egypt. 

There was no precise estimate of 
people who have crossed over from 
Saudi Arabia since Aug. 2, but 
thousands of foreigners and 
Kuwaitis themselves have fled 
Kuwait and entered Saudi Arabia . 
in the wake of tHe Iraqi army’s 
move info 'Kuwait.' 

Over 3.800 Egyptians and 600 
Indians were among those arriving 
here Thursday, and witnesses re- 
ported chaotic scenes at tbe Al 
Ruweished border post with Iraq 
where the arrivals milled around, 
with many of diem looking for 
transport to Amman since buses 
chat brought them to tbe post 
returned to Baghdad to fetch more 
foreigners leaving Iraq. 

Private bus operators in Amman 
report heavy demand for their 
vehicles, mostly from diplomatic 
missions, to bring passengers from 


Baghdad, and one company said its 
buses were operating round the 
dock with drivers on a shift basis. 
“Even at that, we have problems 
coping with the flood,” said the 
manager of a private transport 
company in Wihdat who refused to 
be identified. 

“Sometimes we end up with 200 
passengers crowding into a bus, 
leaving us with no choice but to 
threaten not to leave at all unless 
two thirds of them get down from 
the vehide,” he told the Jordan 
Times. He refused to provide any 
figure for tbe charges the company 
was levying for transport from 
Baghdad to Amman, but several 
diplomatic missions said the rate 
was as much as five times the 
normal rate between Amman and 
Baghdad. 

Reports from many Third World 
capitals indicated that their gov- 
ernments were in dose contact 
with the Iraqi foreign ministry in 
Baghdad and were promised that 
all their nationals would be 
allowed to leave. 

According to a Soviet Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman in 
Moscow, a .group of 230 Soviet . 
yvptnen,and children have left 
Kuwait for Baghdad and will 
be evacuated to the Soviet 
Union through Jordan. 

“The question of men will 
be raised later,” Yuri Gremits- 
kikh was quoted as saying. 
“The evacuation can only be 
done in stages, women and 
children first.” 

Iraq had given assurances 
there was no danger to Soviet 
citizens, and was cooperating 
in tbe evacuation, the spokes- 
man said. 


Industrialists, unionists pledge 
cooperation to overcome 

economic sanctions, difficulties 


By Mariam M. Shaftrin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Threatened by a 
possible cut of raw materials 
members of the Jordanian 
Chamber of Industries and 
heads of major labour unions 
met Thursday to discuss ways 
and means to increase indust- 
rial production in the Kingdom 
inspite of the economic sanc- 
tions imposed by the interna- 
tional community against one 
of Jordan’s main industrial 
trading partners, Iraq. 

Despite the continuing de- 
bate over the compliance with 
U.N, Security Council resolu- 
tions 660, 661 and 662 — that 
imposed economic sanction 
against Iraq, members of the 
Jordan Chamber of Industry 
and heads of the major labour 
unions discussed ways to in- 
crease the production capabili- 
ties of Jordanian industries and 
continue their trade relations 
with Iraq. 

Approximately 70 per cent 
of Jordan’s manufactured in- 
dustrial goods are sold to Iraq 
and producers question die 
ability of going along with 
U.N. imposed econom i c sanc- 
tions against Iraq and still sur- 
viving. 

Industrialists privately 
voiced fears over the possibil- 
ity of economic sanctions 
against Jordan if tbe Kingdom 
decided not to abide by the 
U.N. imposed sanctions on 
Iraq. 

Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
bead of the Jordanian Cham- 
ber of Industries, who hosted 
the meeting, called on Jorda- 
nian industrialists and workers 
to “not only continue their 
current production rate but to 


increase productivity as well as 
to take austerity measures in 
the use of raw materials, re- 
sources as well as energy and 
electricity.” 

Abu Hassan said be was very 
optimistic that industrialists 
and the labour force would 
work hand in hand to over- 
come and deal with the econo- 
mic outcome of the current 
crisis. He said he expected 
Jordanian industries to con- 
tinue to cater to markets “at 
home and abroad.” 

An application of economic 
sanctions against Iraq was dis- 
missed by unionists and cham- 
ber officials alike. “We sell 
’humanitarian manufactured 
goods to Iraq’, such as food- 
stuff, dotfaing, pharmaceutical 
products, irrigation equipment 
and detergents," said senior 
advisor at the chamber of in- 
dustries Ali Dajani. “Since 
Iraq buys 70 per cent of our 
manufactured products it 
would be disastrous for Jor- 
dan’s industrial sector to apply 
the U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq," Dajani added. 

Jordan sold JD 184 million 
worth of manufactured indust- 
rial products in 1989, an esti- 
mated JD 124 million of which 
to Iraq. 

Jordan's other exports such 
as phosphate, potash, agri- 
cultural products and fertilisers 
account for JD 350 million. 

Among other things, Jordan 
depends on the importation of 
sulfur from Iraq for its phos- 
phate production, a member of 
the chamber of industries 
pointed out. 

Heads of labour onions said 
that they would lay aside dif- 
ferences between employers 
and labourers while Jordan 
.and the Arab World was 
threatened by, a common 


enemy — foreign intervention 
in the region. 

“At this time we will dose 
the ranks and become one unit 
of cooperation,” said Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, a member of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions (EJLU) execu- 
tive committee. 

The Jordanian Chamber of 
Industries and trade unions 
had called for the meeting for 
precisely that purpose, said 
Abu Hassan. 

Tbe meeting was one of the 
first between representatives* 
of industrialists and unionists 
since friction started last 
spring. Observers said it 
marked another phase in tbe 
increaringly unified stand of 
Jordanians regarding foreign 
intervention in tbe Arab World 
which came about as a result of 
Iraq’s take-over of Kuwait 
Aug. 2. 

MwnnrnnAim 

to America 


Abdul Halim Khaddam 
briefed members of tbe cham- 
ber on a memorandum the 
F7LU submitted to the Amer- 
ican embassy in Amman at 
noon Thursday. 

Tbe memorandum, Khad- 
dam said, condemned Amer- 
ican military intervention in 
the region. It asked that the 
U.S. withdraw its troops and 
fleets from the region and 
allow Arab countries to solve 
their differences amongst 
themselves without outride in- 
terference. It was delivered by 
about 100 protesters who mar- 
ched from the federation head- 
quarters in Sbmetsani to the 
American embassy in Jafral 
Amman. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Upon an in- 
vitation by the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), tbe official, 
voluntary and public groups 
working with NHF met at Al 
Nadwa Palace Thursday to dis- 
cuss ways to widen the scope of 
NHF*s developmental strategy in 
the social fields to include new 
services, information program- 
mes and training courses to meet 
the Jordanian families' needs at 
the current stage. 

In an address to the meeting 
Her Majesty Queen Noor Al 
Hussein emphasised tbe call 
made by IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein to step up national efforts to 
protea Jordan and its citizens 
and enhance the self-dependency 
aspects concerning Jordan’s 
essential needs. 

Participants at the meeting re- 
viewed some proposals through 
which NHF could contribute to 

Rallies in 
Zarqa praise 
King’s stand, 
Iraqi leader 

ZARQA (Petra) — Participants 
at a public rally organised by die 
Jordan Engineers Association in 
Zarqa called for unifying tbe peo- 
ples of tbe Arab Nation. 

Deputies Yousef al A them and 
Theeb Anis and representative of 
the Federation of tbe Jordanian 
Labour Unions Ali Abu Sukkar 
said in their speeches at the rally 
that the American invasion of 
Arab lands was a start for bring- 
ing into reality the Zionist dream 
of giving the Arab lands for tbe 
non- Arabs and of exploiting its 
wealth. 

The speakers denounced tbe 
means used for dominating the 
land and its people and said this 
critical time through which the 
Arab Nation is passing tests its 
capability of achieving unity and 
maintaining its Arab and Islamic 
identity. 

In another development a 
“Mobilisation March” took place 
m the streets of Zarqa Thursday. 
Thousands of citizens carrying 
Jordanian and Iraqi flags and 
photos of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein took part in tbe march. 

The participants chanted slo- 
gans expressing support for the 
Jordanian and Iraqi leaderships. 

Another public rally was held 
at Zarqa Municipal stadium. Tbe 
participants voiced condemnation 
of the American invasion of die 
Arab Gulf region and com- 
mended the wise leadership of 
King Hussein. 


Councils voice 
support for 
King Hussein, 
Iraqi leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — The national 
general conference of the local 
municipal councils which was 
held Thursday at the Palace of 
Culture voiced support for His 
Majesty King Hussein and Iraqi I 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Participants m the conference, 
which held under the slogan 
“Confronting the new 
Imperiafet-Zkraist Aggression on 
the Arab World,” affirmed that 
Jihad (tbe holy Islamic war) was 
the only means to fight the ene- 
mies of the Arab Nation. 

The participants announced 
the final communique, backing 
the Jordanian national leadership 
and the Jordanian Armed Forces 
in defending the country and 
called for rejecting rumours 
which aim -at undermining tbe 
national unify. 

They called citizens to ration 
consumption, to be ready for con- 
frontation at any time. 

In the communique they also 
.commended the Iraqi peace in- 
itiative which offered a peaceful 
settlement with Iran “so that we 
all stand in one trench in con- 
fronting the imperiatist-Zionist 
plots.” They also appealed to all 
citizens to boycott American 



•it Open studio and workshop 
for artist Sarnia Zarn dis- 
playing pa inting s, sculptures 
and hand-painted fabrics. 
Location; off 2nd Circle, 
opposite Rosenthal (9:30- 
1:30 and 3:30-&30). 

* RiMMtkm of paintings by 10 
Iraqi artists at tbe Jordan 
Plastic Ait Association Gal- 
Imy. 

* Art eiMMtion by Samir Al 
Shraafii at the Royal Cuto- 
ral Cadre. 


supporting the national effort by 
utilising tbe wide range of pro- 
jects carried out by it in coopera- 
tion with different committees. 

Tbe meeting was attended by 
representatives of the Gvil De- 
fence Department, the ministries 
of health, agriculture, social de- 
velopment and information as 
well as the societies working with 
NHF. 

Following is Her Majesty’s 
address: 

Throughout the modem his- 
tory of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan, women's organisa- 
tions, community development 
groups and private voluntary 
organisations have played a con- 
structive and essential role in 
meeting the social and human 
development needs of the Jorda- 
nian prople. 

Working in dose partnership 
with the public sector and inter- 
national development agencies, 
they have developed effective 
services in the fields of health, 
education, maternal and child 
needs, training, environmental 
protection and income- 
generation projects. 

Within the past several years, 
our national economic adjust- 
ment policies have brought us 
face-to-face with new needs and 
priorities, and the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation has responded 
with initiatives that aim at raising 
community standards through 
income-generating projects based 
on training of women in produc- 
tive, home- and community- 
based industries. 

Today, the foundation laun- 
ches a new initiative which brings 
together the men and women 
leaders of the foundation’s pro- 
jects and tbe country's women's 
groups, private voluntary orga- 
nisations and grassroots commun- 
ity development strategy with 
new services, information prog- 
rammes and training schemes 
that respond more effectively to 
the current needs of our Jorda- 
nian family. 

In line with His Majesty King 
Hussein's call for greater national 
efforts for self-protection in times 
of emergency and enhanced self- 
reliance for our essential needs, 
we seek to play our part, at the 
foundation and throughout the 
private voluntary sector, by turn- 
ing ourienergies to teaching fami- 
lies and communities - to help 2 
themselves during this challeng- ' 
ing and difficult period. 

This is an effort that should 
focus on the personal potential of 
every Jordanian man, woman and 
family — in such areas as ration- 
ing of consumption, home econo- 
mics, nutrition and garden food 
production, health and first aid, 
water and energy conservation 
and environmental protection. 



income-generating home-based 
industries, and other community- 
based self-help programmes. 
These are fields of knowledge 
and awareness which should form 
the basis for sound national de- 
velopment at any time — but they 
are particularly applicable and 
important to us today. By 
empowering communities to 
meet their basic needs during 
periods of economic constraint, 
and to pro tea themselves in 
times of emergency, we shall 
overcome the present economic 
pressures and regional turbulance 
and emerge from the experience 
as a stronger and more self- 
reliant national community. 

Our sense of national unity, the 
dynamism of our people, and the 
responsible actions of our nation- 
al and community leaderships 
shall reaffirm die spirit of sharing 
and hard work which the Arab 
and Islamic world has always 
been able to draw upon at pivotal 
junctures in its long and rich 
history. At moments such as 
these, we are called upon to join 
hands and to pool our resources 
in a collective effort of aware- 
ness, learning, adaptation and 
hard work. 

I would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to reemphasise my person- 
al commitment to these standards 
of community service, and to the 
welfare and well-being of die 
people of Jordan and the Arab 
Nation. 

Out long experience in social 
development activities in Jordan 
has now brought us all to the 
threshold of a new opportunity — 
the opportunity to serve family 
and friends, community and peo- 
ple, country and nation. 

I pledge myself once again to 
•work with you personally and 
closely in this noble venture, and 
to help expand die circle of hands 
which dasp together in affirma- 
tion of the cardinal principle of 
Jordan’s national development: 
the principle of human beings 
empowering themselves with 
education and knowledge, and 
working together selflessly and 
diligently for the common good 
of their community and country. 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor AJ Hussein 
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What next? 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein undertook a thankless job 
when be decided to visit with U.S. President George Bush in 
a bid to de-escalate tension in tbe Golf and bring the Iraqi 
and American positions closer to each other. The King knew 
very well that the gap between the two sides bad been so 
wide that it was extremely difficult to bridge. With his 
tremendous experience and wisdom, be must have also 
foreseen that there were no immediate results that could be 
achieved, even if luck was on everybody's srde. Yet King 
Hussein had to try. 

It may be too early to talk about the results. Evidently, 
however, the U.S. and Jordan cannot be said to have started 
seeing tilings in the same light. This will take time and 
effort, it has any chance of materialising at all. The inerting 
with Bush was nseAii because it gave him a chance to hear 
the U.S. president's view first-hand, the King said. This 
means much, altnongb it does not indicate any willingness 
cn the part of the U.S. that is ready to take another look at 
tbe Etoataon or reassess its hardline stance in tbe Golf crisis. 

Maybe we are edging more towards eruption. And if this 
is tbe esse, Jordan and its King wi& have tried their utmost 
to avert such an eventuality. 

This dees not mean that we should give up. True, His 
Majesty stood tbe best chance of cooimg heads on both sides. 
Bat we wiU raise our hats to anyone who will take it up from 
here to see whai could be done to prevent a confrontation of 
catastrophic dimensions. 

Chi the positive side, in the over two-boor meeting with 
Bush, the King w!0 have lost no time in impressing upon the 
U.S. president the other side of the story which the 
Americans have not been .'seeing. 

His Majesty win not have' wanted to waste anybody's time 
or his if he had thought that there was no chance of doing 
something about the situation. And he will have driven 
home the dear and load message that all hope must not be 
lost of a diplomatic solution, for the alternative will be to 
no-one’s advantage. 

Tbe U.S., administration and Congress and public, had 
whipped up a feverish campaign against Iraq that would 
have been difficult to calm under any circumstances or 
outside influence. The campaign would have been further 
aggravated by the accusations that continued to fly between 
Washington and Baghdad over tbe past two days. And It is 
in such dimate that the King's talks took place with 
President Bush in Kennebnnkport, Maine, yesterday. 

Doubtless it was painful and difficult. The question now 
is, if pessimism prevails, what will be next, and whether the 
situation can be achieved. 


AHmsaC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE AWAITED meeting between His Majesty King Hussein 
and American President Bush was described as an opportunity 
provided by the King to Washington to reassess its position 
towards the Gulf crisis and adopt a vision guarded by common 
sense and realistic concern Al Ra't Arabic daily maintained that 
this opportunity may also deter tbe U.S. from adopting hasty 
decisions, adding fuel to the fire and leaving the region in a state 
of instability awaiting toe great explosion. The paper added that if 
the U.S. policy towards the crisis has already led to toe regression 
of toe American economy by one to five per cent, then it is 
obvious that this agressrve threatening polity will lead to a great 
international economic crisis. Therefore, the paper said, the 
opportunity provided by King Hussein can be seen as a safety ring 
that toe U.S. should hold tight to save the world at large and this 
region in particular. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i wrote a column in which he expressed his 
surprise over the American campaign against Jordan and Jorda- 
nians at a time when Jordan has not participated in toe takeover 
of Kuwait and did not deny any international decisions. Mahmoud 
Al Rimawi, pointed out that the only explanation for this attack is 
that Jordan had refused the interference of any American or 
foreign hands into the conflict and rejected the idea of providing 
an Arab cover for this intervention. Rimawi also criticised tbe 
timing attack when His Majesty is on his way to Washington to 
meet with the American president. This behavior is against all 
international and diplomatic norms and is not in accordance with 
the long historical respect between the'United States and Jordan. 
He pointed out that this behavior is even more difficult to 
comprehend when the King is still attempting to contribute to a 
peaceful settlement for the crisis to preempt tbe breakout of a 
distinctive war which would not only affect the citizens of toe 
region but also the American and Western interests and forces in 
the region. He concludes his column by pointing out to the 
American administration that the peoples of this region have 
suffered throughout its long history from the results of faulty 
American policies in the region which were obviously biased 
against toe interests of the Arabs. 

Saw! Al Sha’ab and Al Dustoor Arabic dailies both discussed the 
Iraqi initiative for peace with Iran and described it as a 
courageous move in the right direction. This move, tbe two 
papers pointed out, will allow Iraq to free its forces from its 
borders with Iran and will lift many of the restraints that are 
limiting the movement of Iraq at this time. What adds more 
importance to this move is that it comes at a time when the U.S. 
believed that it has been able to alienate Iraq and weaken it. Al 
Sha’ab also pointed out that this peaceful move is accompanied by 
His Majesty's meeting with the American President to establish 
diplomatic channels of mediation on the Gulf crisis, which would 
impress Iraq's calls for peace and its good intentions in tbe region. 


The shifting sands of the Middle East 


By Kamel Abu Jaber 

NEVER has an event of pro- 
duced so many surprises as 
those produced by the latest 
Gulf crisis: The Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
dispute. Within one day the 
Iraqis proposed and the Ira- 
nians accepted a settlement of 
their eight year long dispute. If 
anything this tells of the 
perception field by both sides 
vis-a-vis the foreign incursion 
into the region. A perception 
that indicates their fear of the 
incursion and the danger it 
produces for the whole region 
and that this must take prece- 
dence over all else. It is a 
closing of the ranks by some of 
those iu the region against the 
presence of foreign military 
powers, and in its own way, it 
may stabilise the situation. 

The implications of toe set- 
tlement of toe Iraq-Iran dis- 
pute will, no doubt, continue 
to unfold well into the future. 
On the Iranian side it is an 
indication, a dear and loud 
one, that what happens in toe 


Gulf region and mi its borders 
with Iraq is a matter of vital 
and utmost interest to Iran. 
While it maintained a war with 
Iraq for eight years, it also kept 
repeating and insisting over 
and over again that it is con- 
cerned with toe developments 
in the region and its future. 

From Tehran's prospective it 
is one thing to fight a war with 
its neighbour Iraq: but that is 
only one level. It is quite 
another level to see toe region 
as destabilised as it is currently 
with the presence of foreign 
troops. Iran too has a vital 
interest in the stability and tbe 
security, not only of the region 
in general, but of Iraq in par- 
ticular. 

Iran has always held to the 
view that tbe security of the 
region is a regional matter. 
Iran’s repealed condemnation 
of the Western colonial men- 
tality and presence is not simply 
a matter of bombastic nationa- 
listic rhetoric. If tbe present 
crisis, incidentally, has proven 


anything, it is that classic 
nineteenth century military 
colonialism has not, as many 
people have grown to believe 
over tbe past few decades, has 
not really left the minds of 
certain Western leaders nor 
indeed the area. This crisis is 
an indication that what hap- 
pened is a simple matter of 
transferring Western colonial 
soldiers from toe area to camps 
and barracks dose- by, always 
ready to jump back into toe 
region to punish or to impose 
their wilL 

Tbe Iranian-Iraqi settlement 
settles, a very long, and 
acrimonious dispute that hope- 
fully will allow tbe two nations 
to enter a new era of mutual 
cooperation and respect. It, 
toe move towards reconcilia- 
tion, is in accordance with tbe 
historical and the cultural 
tradition of the region especial- 
ly when toe parties concerned 
perceive a more eminent out- 
side danger. Both Iran and 
Iraq can recall bow they were 
betrayed by toe West: they can 
understand that, during toe 


Iran-Iraq war, tbe West was 
arming both in the hope that 
they will demolish each other. 
They can recall the remark of 
the infamous Kissinger when 
he most heartlessly said, “I 
hope they both lose...” They 
know that both of them were at 
best considered tools and 
pawns in the mind of those 
who supported them, and that 
there was nothing genuine ab- 
out .that support. 

The settlement, very typical 
of the politics and tbe affairs of 
tbe region, releases Iraqi ener- 
gy elsewhere. It also protects 
toe Iraqi back and it might also 
mushroom should Western 
military pressure become a 
threatening reality, it may 
mushroom into an alliance be- 
tween the two neighbours. “I 
and my brother against my 
cousin and I and my cousin 
against the stranger” is an Ara- 
bic saying that the West should 
best remember. Like tbe shift- 
ing sands of toe area it tells 
that underneath toe surface, 
there is a desire and a wflhng- 
oess to realign once an outside 


threat is felt. It is from toe 
vantage point that a possibility 
exists that the Arab soldiers 
standing on the Western side 
now, may, should fire erupt, 
turn on toe Western and not 
the Iraqi troops. It is difficult, 
if not impossible, to contem- 
plate that the Arab troops 
would shoot Iraqis. 

The shift of alliances; the 
realignment that has already 
taken place is not final. I n toe 
weeks to come farther shifts 
are surely to occur especially 
when Iraq comes under milit- 
ary attack. It is that, as well as 
tbe Arab and the Islamic senti- 
ment that Iraq is relying on. 
And should Arab politics 
prove faithful to their tradi- 
tional pattern; further sur- 
prises are sure to come. The 
affair may erupt into a Muslim- 
Western c o n fro n tation. 

All toe parties to the dispute 
are aware that Israel stands to 
reap farther benefits. That 
Israel at one point or another 
mil sorely be drawn into the 
conflict both because it wants 


to, and also because pressure 
would be applied upon it to 
enter toe conflict. Israel has its 
own calculations and designs 
to** go beyond the Western 
attempt to continue toe flow of 
cMp ofl to toe industrialised 
countries. Therefore Israel 
may ultimately take the oppor- 
tunity by presenting itself now. 
to “baUcamse” and fragment 
toe Fertile Crescent region so 
that it would emerge in the 
wake of such an operation as 
toe dominant regional power 
with afl the sources of oil under 
its hegemony. 

As the days, or more pre- 
cisely, the horns, unfold,.veO. 
after vefl will be lifted to finally 
expose toe real losers and be- . 
nefidaries of the continuing 
escalation of the Iraqi- Kuwaiti 
dis pute. More, much more is 
yet to cone. 

Among other things the de- 
tente and the settlement of the 
dispute between the two neigh- 
bours would effectively render 
the sanctions blockade of Iraq 
by toe West* ineffective. 


Saddam Hussein lashes out at Bush 


(Continued from page 1) 

Iraq has insisted it has no 
intention of attacking Saudi Ara- 
bia, where about 20,000 U.S. 
troops already have been dis- 
patched to counter any further 
Iraqi seizure of the huge oil re- 
serves in the Gulf. Other coun- 
tries with troops in Saudi Arabia 
include Egypt, Syria, Morocco 
and Bangladesh. 

In toe statement, Saddam re- 
ferred to Iraq as “this Great Arab 
Nation chosen by God to be toe 
nation of prophets.” 

Without directly mentioning 
Iraq's takeover of Kuwait. Sad- 
dam said the foreign forces in 
Saudi Arabia were tbe true occu- 
piers. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
meanwhile denied a report by toe 
Egyptian news agency MENA 
which -said tanks were in the 
streets of Baghdad after an assas- 
sination attempt on Saddam. 

“Baghdad is thriving in toe 


stability and normal life which its 
people enjoy in toe shadow of 
their beloved leader Saddam 
Hnssein.” INA said. 

Iraqi Radio broadcast a mes- 
sage from tbe minister of de- 
fence, General Abdul Jabbar 
Shanshal, proclaiming loyalty to 
Saddam and endorsing the prop- 
osal which Saddam offered on 
Wednesday to end toe diplomatic 
stalemate which followed Iran’s 
costly 1980-88 Gulf war with Iran. 

Following is a Renter translation 
from Arabic of tbe full text of Sad- 
dam Hussein's “ open letter'’ to Bush 
Thursday. Tbe text was issued by the 
Iraqi News Agency. 

I have seen your infuriated state- 
ments and comments to offidab at 
tbe American Defence Department, 
in which yon affirmed your deter- 
mination to continue following a poli- 
cy of harming Iraq and occupying and 
defiling Arab and Muslim holy 
shrines in Hejaz and Nejd. 

Whfle reading yonr remarks, which 
dearly showed your contempt and 



There is a difference between 
people and leaders 

% 

To the Editor: 

WHILE reading the Jordan limes last Thursday (Aug. 9, 1990), I 
was most amazed to read Ms. Sarah Al Ayed's letter. It really 
contained courageous, frank and straight forward ideas. Never- 
theless, l would like to comment about the misunderstanding, 
obvious in Ms. Ayed’s letter, since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

Before I start talking about the solemn part of my letter, I 
want to point out that I am not writing as a Jordanian but also as 
another student and a friend. 

I think that Ms. Ayed agrees with me when I say that we are 
all puppets in our leaders' hands. What I mean is that we may 
have totally different opinions from the ones they adopt, but still, 
on the national scale, it is their word that changes and turns 
everything around. 

Jordanian kindness and hospitality are right where Ms. Ayed 
left them. They have not changed. This is proved by Ms. Ayed's 
letter which dearly shows that the insults and the bad attitudes 
were not directed at Ms. Ayed herself but at Arab governments 
and leaders. 

I hope that Ms. Ayed understands that inviting foreign troops 
to defend Saudi soil was totally wrong. As a Muslim, I am sorry to 
say that the Saudi leadership has acted against Arab will and has 
turned the Saudi people into victims of its policies. 

In conclusion, 1 would like to wish Ms. Ayed all the luck and I 
hope that she continues to stay, study and enjoy the hospitabiiity 
of her second home, Jordan. 

Rommel M. Jadaan 

Amman . 

U.S. and Soviet hypocrisy 

To tbe Editor: 

AS soon as the international media announced that Iraqi troops 
entered its neighbouring state. Kuwait, there was a U.S. 
organised campaign to get a world-wide condemnation against 
Iraq. The first country to go along with tbe U.S. call was its new 
friend the Soviet Union, who desperately needs Western aid, 
thereby abandoning its long-held principles, a process that started 
when they allowed thousands of Soviet Jewish immigrants into 
occupied Palestine at the expense of displacing millions of Arab 
Palestinians. When the whole world went up in flames over the 
Iraqi invasion, no one remembered the U.S.'s notorious history in 
Grenada and Panama as well as the Soviet role in Afghanistan, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland. The U.S. forces made 
blitzkrieg operations in Grenada and Panama, to save their face 
after suffering a series of military failures and humilating defeats 
in Vietnam. Lebanon and Iran. They did not care at that time that 
these countries were not part of U.S. territories nor were then- 
inhabitants citizens of the United States. The same applies to the 
Soviet Union. 

Tbe case of Iraq and Kuwait is different. They are both 
neighbouring Arabs countries, both have a common language, 
common religion, common enemies and common interests. So the 
issue is an Arab issue and does not need the aid of the mighty 
superpowers. 

The hypocrisy of the U.S. and its new-found friend, the Soviet 
Union, is very obvious. They publicly express concern for the 
Kuwaiti people but they are really afraid of the spread of Iraqi 
power and influence that would threaten their spoiled baby, 
Israel. The Western world would do anything to protect the 
Zionist state of Israel. So let os not have all this rubbish about 
principles, moral obligations and ethics, please. 

Khafid Mortals Qanab 
Vancouver, Canada. 


disregard for the Arab mentality and* 
Arab popular and official feelings. I 
could see bow shallow yoo are. I had 
" nn g iiy-H you were more far-sighted. 
So my strong belief in the just course 
chosen by the people of Iraq, whom I 
lead and serve, has greatly increased. 
My belief has also increased in tbe 
correct stand of every eager Arab and 
Muslim who chooses the path of holy 
war a gainst the invading force s . 

You. the president of the super- 
power, have tried together with your 
Small agents to accuse gaddm Hus- 
sein of tying after failing in your 
efforts to discredit him — you who 
have thick dossiers on others, notably 
your aides in the region. 

You and your agents and “busi- 
ness” partners in the region have 
tried to say that Saddam Hussein 
promised Hosni Mubarak not to do 
this or that but did it. You know that 
one of your greatest dreams is for 
Saddam Hnssein to lie, since be who 
Qes loses the support of his faith mid 
so loses power and stamina. 

The thing your planners in America 
and your small isolated agents in the 
region hate most is for men to be 
true. Tbe may bate most is Saddam 
Hussein, because his truthfulness to 
his principles, to himself and to his 
people and nation makes him their' 
servant and leStier, "Dofa servant of 
foreigners, while you consider liars in 
the region to be sincere friends. You 
know who the biggest liars in the 
region are. 

You, the president of the United 
States, have chosen to be a liar, like 
the band whom you have selected and 
consider to represent the Arab Na- 
tion. 

In your statements, you have lied 
to your people and to tbe public 
because you have a cc us ed Saddam 
Hussein of lying, basing this on a 
story by Hosni Mubarak In which be 
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promised turn not to use nriEtary 
fbtee but then used it, whSe this story 
has proved to be a lie as confi r med by 
at least eight Iraqi and Egyptian 
officials who axe still alive and can 
testify to this. 

This is because I promised Hosni 
Mubarak only that I would not use 
force until the Jeddah meeting took 
place. This was clarified in detail by 
an Iraqi official spokesman August 
10, 19$ W and I think yon know it. 

As you know, I used force only 
after die Jeddah meeting failed. 
Moreover, you find to your people 
when yon said that tbe majority of 
Arabs support yonr measures to 
occupy tbe Gulf and seize Arab and 
Muslim boty t errit ory ia the Hejaz and 

Nejd. 

Tbe Arabs, president of the United 
States, are not those rulers who serve 
yon and capitulate to yonr orders and 
join you in plundering the nation’s 
wealth. Tbe Arabs are tbe people, the 
poor, stricken sons of toe nation. 
They are the nationalist leaders and 
rulers who dearly expressed their 
views about tbe policy of you and 
yonr agents in their statements and 
their rejection of your conspiracies at 
What you terinfetf the Guro 'Summit, 
jBiwefl as in the mass demonstrations 
and protests all of which will mm into 
a tide sw e epi ng away tbe seat of be 
who does not resist your shamefnJ 
designs against tbe Arab Nation and 
Muslims holy shrines, and through 
which you demonstrated bow much 
you hate the Arabs and bow much 
you befittle their will and tbe will and 
views of Muslims.' 

Western public opinion, even 
American public opinion win s t and 
on tbe side of justice. With the 
confrontation escalating, your and 
your allies' ugly image w01 become 
evident. Tbe Americans will ted you 


“we united America with blond, why 
do yon work against tbe unity of toe 
people of Iraq who were divided by 
imperiaEsm? Wbydoyoutfaxqwyoor- 
setfm the lap of backward exploiters? 
They will ask you “where are our 
legitimate interests threatened by 
Iraq?" 

When they team that Iraq is tbe 
one which respects legitimate in- 
terests, tbe wrath of the American 
people will rise you and you 

win fall from your' real after toe 
defeat of yonr criminal forces through 
which you imagined yoacbuld intimi- 
date toe Arab Natiou. tfrjs great 
nation which God has chosen to be 
the nation of prophets, disciples and 
holy books. 

President of America, you lied to 
your people when yon toki then yon 
are mobilising forces to protect 
American interests in Saudi Arabia, 
then told them that they are there to 
compel Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait. You have not asked yourself 
whether it would be permissible for 
Iraq to demand that you withdraw 
your forces from southern states in 
America and whether you would re- 
spond to this if we demanded it. 

Tot we are bn our own land. The 
Kuwaitis and Iraqb have all: been 
Iraqis from the begi n n in g- Iraq’s bor- 
ders -from toe beginning have been at 
Zakho in toe north and its borders on 
tbe coast extend to An-Nida’ and the 
city of Kuwait in toe south. Through 
their wfll on which there is no going 
back tbe Iraqis have now become one 
people as they have been throughout 
history. If toe people have been 
divided by imperialism at one stage 
and lived for a short period inside 
lines drawn by impe ri a l i sm , this is. 
now over. There is no possibility of 
toe backward oil emirs, who distorted 
the Arab image, returning to the 
throne. 


You should believe your people, 
elected president of the .United 
States, and tell them that yon have 
miscalculated and made your derision 
too hastily and were dragged In by 
those who dragged you m. You 
should teB as this too and call onus to 
help you to save face through mea- 
sures and arrangements which do not 
change the essential unity of the land 
aid people, of Iraq . 

You stkadd be true to yonr people 
.and say that. Aratrand Muslim public - 
op inion oppose yonr presence on toe 
fend of prophets and disciples mid 
, your aggression against the bdysites 
. and against lraq, amd that, they wffl 
racist your designs and sacrifice their 
fiver in defence of their beliefs, their 
values, tbe_hp!y shrines and national 
ism.. Yon Vafin bedefeated because 
_ there fr no room .'for -'injustice, to win 
afro- justice has found its ffoce-aqd 
the people havebeen toeir true image 
in right and justice. .1 .. - 

Does it not grieve you, president of 
tire state which boasts of being demo- 
cratic, that your, allies are die back- 
ward, thieving, and lying among the 
Arabs, while the e nlighten ed; the 
- strugglerK, the freedom .tightens and r 
the,- vanguards of, the, nation stand on 
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‘TKspite all tins; wewtil continue to 
pray fo God that the tiro sides will not 
dash, because if they do thousands of 
Americans who you have pushed into 
this dark tunnel WUl go home 
shrouded in sad coffins. 

The gates of heaven are now open 
to you, Arabs. You now have the 
chance of living a noble life. Yonr 
turn, Muslim betievetis, has come and 
tbe road of holy war which infuriated 
the outrageous Bush is now open. 

God is great, the unbelievera and 
aggressors will fail. Pride for Arabs 
and Muslims as well as for aQ those 
noble supporters of right in the worid. 


EC sees room for diplomacy in Gulf 


(Continued from page 1) 

inter n atio n al rules and leave there 
citizens to freely move." be said. 

On the same subject. Ireland’s Col- 
lins, flanking de Mxbelis, said the EC 
was “worried and concerned for" tbe 
EC nationals trapped in Baghdad. 
“We are most anxious to try and get 
them home as swiftly as we possibly 
can. We hope that the Jordanians anil 
use their influence with Iraqi parties 
to bdp us get them home.” 

Stopping short of describing the 
stranded Europeans as “hostages," 
die Irish minister said: “To put it 
simply, they have not got the right of 
the freedom to go home... and that is 
a right they must be given. It is a right 
that must be respected." 

In com m ents after the press confer- 
ence, Collins said tbe community was 
willing to “explore all possible di- 
plomatic avenues” to secure Iraqi 
p er mi s si on for tbe EC citizens to 
leave. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz, 
in an interview with ABC television 


in Baghdad Wednesday, promised 
that “no warm will affect" the 3,000 
or so Americans denied permission to 
leave Iraq so far. “Those measures 
are temporary,” Aziz was quoted as 
saying. “They are going to be consi- 
dered, I hope, in a short time to 
come,” be said. 

“We might say more in the near 
future about it, but I pledge that they 
will be safe and no harm wfll affect 
them,” tile foreign minister told Ted 
Koppcl of ABC television, the first 
American network to gain an inter- 
view with a senior Iraqi official in 
Baghdad after tbe invasion. 

De Mkbelis told the press confer- 
ence that Jordan and the European 
Co mm u ni ty were discussing the possi- 
bility of convening a conference on 
Middle East security cooperation. He 
said tbe idea was Jordan's and the EC 
was interested in the proposal. But he 
ruled out any linkage between the 
conference and Iraqi President Sad- 
dam H ossein's initiative calling for 
linking any sofotion for the Kuwaiti 
crisis to all other conflicts over terri- 
tory in tiie Middle East 


“We consider as unacceptable the 
proposal of Saddam to link tbe 
Kuwait problem directly with other 
existing problems in the region,” he 
said. 

The initiative aired by President 
Hnssein on Sunday calls for replace- 
ment of American troops in tbe Gulf 
with Arab forces under the flag of the 
United Nations, Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied Arab territories, 
Syrian pullout from Lebanon and a 
solution to the Iran-Iraq problem. 
Tbe Iraqi President resolved the fran- 
Iraq problem himself Wednesday by 
accepting three key Iranian demands, 
including Iraqi evacuation of Iranian 
territory. 

De MkheKs expressed hope that 
His Majesty King Hnssein who was 
meeting U.S. President George Bush 
Tfrnmtoy evening would be successful 
in his endeavours for a diplomatic 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Tbe same hope was also expressed 
by Collins. “We hope to God that tbe 
King is successful,” be commented in 
side remarks after the press confer- 
ence. “Tbe prayers of all of us are 


with the King.” 

Coffins appeared to be confident 
that a war could be avoided in the 
region. “Everyone we talked to is 
very apprehensive,” he said. “Every- 
one wants to avoid a war, and this we 
hope wfll lead to a diplomatic solu- 
tion.” . . 

. Asked whether he understood toe 
faijgii tide of popular support for Sad- 
dam Hnssein, in Jordan, he said: “of 
course, there are political and social 
ramifications..." 

De Mrehelis appeared to blame 
Europe for the Arab sentiment a 
support of Iraq by saying that Europe 
was instrumental in bringing about 
changes in the Arab Worid which 
now freely speaks in support of toe 
Iraqi leader. “Arab public opinion is 
a consequence of our past action” be 
said without elaboration. 

» JJ®. ^ troika" later left for 
Jeddah, where they wfll meet with 

bandt leaders and possibly tbe griwt 

Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, before proceeding 
to Alexandria, Egypt, for a meet m 
with President Hosni Mubarak. 


Sharp decline in Aqaba shipping 


is a killer decision,'' said a former 
trade official. 

Jawad Al Anani, an economist 
and former minister, said he ex- 
pected the losses in the first year 
to amount to $1.2 billion if in- 
come of the related sectors of 
transit, spare part shops, resth- 
onses, etc. were included. 

“If this situation continues, 
tens of thousands will starve as 
thousands will find themselves 
jobless,” warned a shipping ex- 
ecutive, who said he might forced 
to lay off employees. 

Officials said toe livelihood of 
5,000 workers at the dock and 
more than 20,000 toiveis of tran- 
sit containers were immediately 
t hr ea t ened if the port was forced 
to stop. 

Although the U.S., which has 
threatened to intercept ships 
going in or out of the port, has 
not officially declared a blockade, 
shipping agents and other Aqaba 
residents feel besieged by a de 


(Continued from page I) 
facto embargo. 

Kawar reported that four ships 
handled by his agency cancelled 
their trips while two Cuban ves- 
sels, laden with food supplies, 
were held at Port Said. 

“We were informed that toe 
cargo owners ordered tbe cap- 
tains to stop,” be said. “But how 
could tots possibfly be the case 
since Cuba has declared that it 
was not abiding by tbe embargo,” 
Kawar said, “voicing suspicion 
that tbe Egyptian authorities are 
holding op the two ships. 

Tbe situation appeared worse 
Thursday when Tanga, a floating 
storage grain tanker which has 
been docked at toe port since 
1984, was ordered back by its, 
Norwegian owners. Tanga saved 
as a storage for Iraqi-bound grain 
supplies. “It bad not more goods 
to store,” said a port official. 

Stripping executives were angry 
at cargo owner’s decision to stop 
s hipme nts of food supplies to 


Iraq. “This is against internation- 
al law,” said a stripping agent. 

Tourism, another major source 
of income to Aqaba, has also 
suffered. Hotel managers report 
a 20 percent drop in reservations. 
A hotel manager showed journal- 
ists telexes from European tour- 
ists cancelling reservations. “In 
view of tbe expletive political 
situation, we hove to cancel our 
reservations this year. See yon 
next year,” a telex said. 

Despite the gloomy mood, resi- 
dents and workers express an air 
of defiance agpinst the American 
threats. __ 

“If toe embargo takes place, I 
will volunteer to fight alongside 
the Iraqi soldiers,” a Jor danian 
container driver said to tbe cheers 
and loud applause of fellow driv- 
ers at a resthome near the main 
Al Itafa&d transit container park- 
ing lot. 


King 


(Continued from 
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replied: “I am not 
behalf of anyone is ti 
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been in a position of 
ity over the last 38 yet 
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“I am concerned a 
area. I have tried nr 
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within an Arab conte 
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Arab Financial Services 
conducts normal business 

BAHRAIN (R) — Arab Financial Services (AFS). (he Arab World’s 
•aisest issuer of travellers' cheques, said Thursday its business was 
unaffected by the Gulf crisis. 

An AFS statement sent to Reuters said ‘’travellers cheques, 
payment cards and wholesale foreign banknote supplies are all fully 
supported and function as usual.** 

"People- are encouraged to use travellers cheques and cards for 
settling bills as a way. -of. securing their funds when abroad.” Ken 
Dobbins, assistant general manager, said. 

Many people, fearing the crisis caused bv Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait might extend to -the Gulf, drew thousands of dinars from 
banks last week' causing e»yh problems. 

- After the deployment of thousands of U.S.. European and Arab 
' troops in Saudi Arabia and an armaria of foreign warships in the Gulf 
r calm, has returned to the financial sector. 

"There was considerable demand from banks and exchange 
houses for currency banknotes last week but this has subsided now and 
is beginning to return to what we would normally expect at this 
season.” Abut Hamid, manager wholesale banknotes, said. 

AFS is Owned by 57 Arab financial institutions. 

IMF to study effects 
of Gulf crisis on Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt and the 
IMF will discuss an expected de- 
crease in Egypt’s foreign currency 
income as a result of the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti crisis and bow it will 
affect the economic reform prog- 
ramme, senior economic experts 
■ have said. 

The experts said Egyptian offi- 
cials were presently preparing re- 
ports on the expectations of a 
decrease in the country's foreign 
currency- resources to be pre- 
sented during talks with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
the next few days. 

Egyptians working in the oil- 
rich Gulf area are the country’s 
number one source of foreign 
currency, providing $3.5 billion in 
remittances in 1988 — the latest 
figures available. 

Egypt has more than three 
million expatriates, most of them 
in the Gulf region. There are one 
million in Iraq alone, and 200,000 
in Kuwait. 

Since Iraq invaded Kuwait 


Aug. 2nd, thousands of Egyptians 
have f led Iraq and Kuwait, and 
others are also returning from 
neighbouring Gulf states which fear 
attacks from President Saddam 
Hussein. No figure has been com- 
piled yet on the expected extent 
of the loss from the return of the 
expatriates. 

The second and third foreign 
currency earners are tourism and 
the Suez Canal. The economic 
experts, who were quoted by the 
Middle' East News Agency 
(MENA), expressed fears that 
the economic blockade on Iraq 
and Kuwait and the increasing 
tensions m the whole region are 
likely to affect both. 

The- Suez Canal, a waterway 
which links the Mediterranean to 
the Red Sea, brought in $1.3 
biffion in 1990. MENA quoted a 
. canal official as saying that so for, 
the rate of ships passing through 
the waterway has not been 
affected by the Gulf tensions. 


Romanian imports soar 


Turkey may ask World Bank 
for loan to offset 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey is like- 
ly to discuss with (he World Bank 
next month a possible fresh loan 
to help it weather the economic 
cost of enforcing U.N. sanctions 
against neighbouring Iraq, a 
senior treasury official has said. 

’’Right now. neither the 
amount of any new loan nor the 
timing have been determined. 
We expect it will be discussed at 
regular meetings with the bank in 
September.” the Turkish official, 
who asked not to be named, told 
Reuters. 

Turkey joined U.N. sanctions 
against Baghdad and Kuwait 
Aug. 7, including cutting its end 
of two major Iraqi oil export 
pipelines, over Iraq's invasion of 


Kuwait. 

Turkey has stopped two ships 
carrying food for Iraq from un- 
loading, a senior official in the 
southern Turkish port of Mersin 
has said. 

Banking sources say Turkey, 
which relied on Iraq for 63 per 
cent of its oil imports last year, 
could lose at least $3 billion a 
year as a result of the embargo, 
including nearly $300 million in 
revenues and other charges from 
the pipelines. 

Turkey bought 11.9 million 
tonnes of oil from Iraq in 1989 
and so far this year has imported 

5.5 million tonnes of a projected 

7.5 million tonnes, oil officials 
said. 


Turkey’s 1989 exports to Iraq 
totalled $445 million, 3.8 per cent 
of its total exports. Imports were 
worth $1.65 billion. 10.5 per cent 
of the total. 

Exports to Kuwait totalled $62 
million last year. Import figures 
were not immediately available. 

Officials said Turkey signed cre- 
dit agreements with the World 
Bank in the year to last July for a 
total of $326 million. New credits 
of about SI billion, excluding any 
special arrangements, were likely 
to be signed in 1990. 

Kuwaiti officials have indicated 
they also might help Turkey 
financially to offset losses caused 
by the embargo. 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romanian 
imports have soared this year 
after an almost total ban uunder 
executed dictator Nicolae 
Ceausesco, an opposition news- 
paper said quoting Trade and 
Tourism Minister Constantin 
Fota. 

The evening newspaper Drep- 
tatea quoted Fota as saying that 
in he first rix montlK.ql^ l?K) 
imports of fpo<f and consumer 
goods totalled- S689.1 •> million 
compared with only $33 million 
in the first half of 1989. 

Ceansescu, toppled in a popu- 
lar uprising in December, banned 
virtually all consumer imports as _ 
part of his obsession with wiping', 
out the country's foreign debt. 

Dreptatea, published by the 
National Peasants' Party, quoted 
Fota as saying that while imports 
had soared, exports had plum- 
meted in recent months. 

He said exports in hard curren-. 


cy were only 56 per cent of those 
in the first half of last year, and 
sales in non-convertible East Bloc 
currencies were 60 per cent of 
their 1989 value. 

Romania’s hard currency trade 
deficit in the first seven months of 
this year totalled $693 million, 
while its shortfall with East Euro- 
pean countries amounted to 805 
million roubles ($1 .41 billion at 
the official rate). - - 

Fota^ *aid exports of food, 
artificial fibres and fertilisers had 
been cut back because they were 
needed at home. 

Imports in convertible currency 
were 157.2 per cent higher last 
month than in July 1989, he 
adtfoL 

He said imports of food and 
consumer goods now constituted 
163 per cent of ail imports, 
compared with only 33 per cent 
under Ceausescu. 


Nikkei fails 
to keep gain 

TOKYO (AP) — Uncertainty 
over developments in the Middle 
East sent stock prices plunging 
and nudged the U.S. dollar up 
slightly against the Japanese yen 
in Tokyo Thursday, traders said. 

The 225-share Nikkei stock 
average ended the day at 
27,549.76, down 562.68 points, or 

2.0 per cent, from its dosing 
Wednesday. It had gained 
1,439.59 points, or 5.4 per cent. 
Wednesday in its third-largest 
single-day surge. 

Traders had attributed 
Wednesday's gain to optimism 
over news that His Majesty King 
Hussein was travelling to 
Washington with an undisclosed 
message from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

“Yesterday, people became 
hopeful about the Hussein-Bush 
meeting, but today, nothing new 
came out about it.” said Hiroshi 
Arano, an analyst for Nippon 
Kangyo Kakumani Securities. 

Tokyo traders also were watch- 
ing how New York would react to 
the outcome of the meeting, he 
said. 

Trading was light early Thurs- 
day and slowed down as the day 
wore on. said Chip Mesics. an 
equity salesman for Kidder Pea- 
body International. About half of 
the volume of 300 million shares 
on the market’s first section was 
traded in the morning, and more 
than half of the day’s volume was 
index. arbitrage, trading, he said. 

"There are all kinds of good 
reasons not to be too interested in 
the market right now.” Mesics 
said, citing market uncertainty 
over money supply figures, due 
for release Friday afternoon, as 
one strong reason. 

Traders said other influences 
on the market included uncer- 
tainty over how world events 
might change over the upcoming 
weekend, the vacation season, 
beautiful weather, and the high 
school beasebaU tournament — a 
summer obsession in Japan. 


Consumers warned of investment 
scams tied to Middle East crisis 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
sumers should - beware of con 
artists seeking to exploit the crisis 
in the Gulf to peddle bogus oiL, 
gas and precious metals invest- 
ments, a regulators group warned 
Tuesday. • 

The North American Securities 
Administration Association 
(NASAA) has issued an investor 
bulletin to warn small investors 
about the latest scams tied to 
events. 

‘Today, the swindlers’ best 
friend is a headline or television 
news flash out of the Mideast that 
threatens a disruption of oil sup- 
plies to the United States, 1 ” said 
Susan Bryant, president of 
NASAA- The group is an asso- 


ciation of state government reg- 
ulators that periodically alerts the 
public to the latest twists in 
consumer related securities 
fraud. . 

Con artists previously have 
seized on the scam potential of 
Mideast turmoil, including the 
1973-74 Arab oil embargo, the 
1979 Iranian revolution and the 
tanker war during the Iran-Iraq 
war in the 1980s, said Bryant. 

The NASAA bulletin warned 
that crooks, through high press- 
ure telephone sales from tempor- 
ary “boiler room” operations, 
encourage investors to buy into oil 
partnerships for $5,000, $10,000 
or more. 

To sweeten the deal they claim 


the Gulf conflict will drive up oil 
or commodity prices and the in- 
vestor will be getting in early 
enough to ride the price rise. 

But, NASAA advised, the 
wells in question often do not 
exist, belong to someone else or 
are dry. Even a legitimate oil 
field can take as long as two years 
to reach full production, the bul- 
letin stated. 

War and the tumor of war also 
can drive up the price of precious 
metals such as gold, silver and 
platinum, historically used as in- 
vestment hedges during times of 
uncertainty, and attract scam 
artists hawking bullion and coins. 
NASAA said. 


U.S. wants Europe, 
Japan to share cost of 
Gulf operation 


WASHINGTON (R) — Pinched 
by financial problems at home, 
the United States is asking Japan 
and Europe to share the cost of 
sending U.S. troops to the Gulf 
— now running at around $7,000 
a minute and rising steadily. 

The Japanese, according to 
President George Bush, have 
already said they are willing to 
pay and the West Germans can 
expect to be asked to contribute 
to the costs of defending the 
sources of Gulf oil on which their 
flourishing export industry de- 
pends. 

Defence officials say nearly 

60.000 troops are already in the 
Gulf area and ultimately the force 
could swell to more than 200,000. 
Estimates of the cost of the troops 
vary, with the most conservative 
figure for those forces already in 
place put at roughly $10 million a 
day — or nearly $7,000 a minute. 

The Washington-based Centre 
for Defence Information, a pri- 
vate group of former U.S. milit- 
ary officers, last week put at 
$14.6 million the daily cost of 

50.000 troops. 30 warships and 
350 aircraft. 


“These are just extra costs,” 
said the centre's David Isenberg. 
“They do not include salaries and 
other standing expenses such as 
training, medical care or bous- 
ing.” 

A force of 250,000, the centre 
estimates, would cost $56.2 mil- 
lion a day. 

But in a country trying to come 
to grips with a serious budget 
deficit that distorts the economy, 
the costs of facing off against 
Iraq’s troops in Kuwait are not 
viewed as cigarette money. 

After warning Tuesday that the 
U.S. budget deficit threatened 
the economic well-being of the 
United States, Bush made dear 
he expects other countries to 
share the finandal burden of the 
Gulf operation. 

The United States also expects 
Saudi Arabia to help underwrite 
the cost of deploying troops on its 
territory to deter the Iraqis from 
striking across the border with 
Kuwait. 

"I think the Saudis will do their 
part in helping out along the 
way,” Bush said. *Tm confident 
of that.” 


China tightens quality 
control on exports 


BEUING (AP) — Chinese au- 
thorities are waging a sometimes 
losing battle in their effort to 
improve the quality of goods 
made for export, ofiidal reports 
say. 

While some improvements 
have been recorded since new 
quality control and inspection 
laws were enacted in August 
1989, the record of many Chinese 
exporters is still dismal, the re- 
ports say. 

Some cases are so severe that 
they resemble sabotage. 

In one case, 74.2 per cent of 

426,000 metres of doth produced 
by the Taiyuan Cotton Textile 
Mill in northern Shanxi province 
was found to be of poor quality. 
Rotten apples were found wrap- 
ped inside the cloth, much of 
which had rotted, the China Dai- 
ly has reported. 

A separate report in the weekly 
Beijing Review said the mill’s 
export licence had been cancel- 
led. 

In another case, eight kilog- 
rammes of rocks and iron were 
found in a shipment of meat from 
Shanxi province. The meat was 
rotten when it arrived in West 
Germany, the China Daily said. 

Vice minister of foreign econo- 
mic relations and trade, Gu 
Yongjiang. ordered an investiga- 
tion into the cases, the reports 
said. 

Gu also said the trade ministry 
was trying to pinpoint who was 
responsible for failing to deliver 


S.OOffembroKiered bed sheets on 
time to a Kuwaiti buyer. The' 
Wuhan Aits and Crafts Import 
and Export Corp. "simply forgot 
about the deal,” one of the re- 
ports said. 

Zhu Shenyuan, director of the 
State Administration of Import 
and Export Commodity Inspec- 
tion, said stricter rales would be 
enforced to improve the quality 
of China's exports. He did not 
explain the rales in detail. 

Inspection and licensing proce- 
dures enforced since last August 
led to improvements in 69 of 112 
export products, including can- 
ned pork, cigarettes, handicrafts, 
silk yam, cotton, embroidered 
lace, washing machines, non- 
ferrous metals and medicines, a 
report said. 

■ The quality of 42 products, 
especially pottery, silk, canned 
vegetables and enamel products 
continued to fall, Zhu was quoted 
as saying. 

Zhu said suppliers should pro- 
vide good quality raw materials 
for those products. He urged the 
government to close factories 
with outdated equipment, unskil- 
led workers and shoddy products 
if they fail to improve product 
quality within a set time limit, the 
report said. 

A recent survey in Beijing 
showed only about 2,000 out of 

5,000 products manufactred here 
meet international standards, the 
official Xinhua news agency re- 
ported recently. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE BATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against tire dollar atnndsesaon 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Thursday. 

One sterling 1.8940/50 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1440/45 

Canadian doflar 

1.5655/60 

Deutschmarks 

1.7630/40 

Dutch guilders 

1.3045/55 

Swiss francs 

32.18/23 

Belgian francs 

5.2550/2600 

French francs 

1151/1152 

- Kalian lire 

147.60/70 

Japanese yen 

5.7625/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.0685/0735 

Norwegian crowns 

5,9800/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 400.00/50 

U.S. dollars 


Esso Australia sells refining, 
retailing operations to Mobil 


MELBOURNE. Australia (AP) 
— Esso Australia has decided to 
withdraw from all petrol refining 
and retailing in Australia by sell- 
ing out to one of its major com- 
petitors. Mobil Oil Australia Ltd. 

The deal, which analysts value 
at 500 million dollars ($400 mil- 
lion), involves Esso’s 35 per cent 
stake in two major oil refineries 
and up to 300 petrol nations. 

The purchase comes amid un- 
certainty in the petroleum indus- 
try as oil prices continue to surge 
due to rising tensions in the Mid- 
dle East. 

But Mobil chairman and man- 
aging director Dick Leonard said 
the deal was taken with a long- 
term view that was not altered by 
the Kuwait-Xraq problems. 

The deal could result in layoffs. 
Leonard said Esso employees 
would continue as usual until the 
end of the year, when Mobil 
would renew its staffing levels. 

Esso . is one of Australia’s 
largest oil explorers and produc- 
ers, operating the Bass Strait oil 


fields, which it owns in ajomt 
venture with BHP Petroleum. 

Shell Australia will remain the 
leader in the Australian gasoline 
market with a 25 per cent share, 
while B.P. and Mobil each will 
have 21 per cent, Caltex 17 per 
cent and Ampol 16 per cent. 

Leonard said the deal would 
ensure the ongoing investment 
needed to keep the oil industry at 
peak efficiency and productivity 
levels. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, Mobil will move to fall 
ownership of petroleum refiner- 
ies (Australia) PTY. Ltd. Fuel 
refineries at Ahona in Victoria 
state and Port Stanvac in South 
Australia state. 

Mobil will also buy Esso's 
wholesale network, five termin- 
als, a product tanker, and avia- 
tion business. 

Leonard said the purchase rep- 
resented about a 50 per cent 
increase in Mobil’s volume of 
business and would lead to a 
“substantial” increase in profits. 


Mobil proposes to fund the 
purchase through internal 
sources, possibly involving equity 
input and long-term debt-raising, 
which would be done through its 
parent company, Mobil Oil Corp. 
of the United States. 

Esso chairman and managing 
director John Schubert said Esso 
accepted Mobil's proposal be- 
cause the price, which was not 
disclosed, reflected a premium 
over the ongoing value of 
businesses. 

Schubert dented analysts’ sug- 
gestions that the deal was part of 
an assets sell-off by Esso’s U.S. 
parent company, Exxon Inc., to 
finance compensation for the Ex- 
xon Valdez oil spill of Alaska last 
year. 

The sale does not included any 
of Esso’s crude oil and gas ex- 
ploration and production opera- 
tions. It also does not include 
Esso's interest in the coal, miner- 
al, shale, oil or chemical indus- 
tries. 


Iraq said to depend 
80 % on food imports 


PARIS (R) — Iraq, target of a 
world trade embargo, depends 
on imports for about 80 per cent 
of its food, French officials say. 

Seven countries provided four 
fifths of its imports in 1988, with 
the United States accounting for 
more than one third of the sales, 
according to an analysis by the 
French Foreign Trade Centre, 
which is part of the finance minis- 
try. 

While opportunities to smuggle 
goods into Iraq exist, the sheer 
quantities needed make it unlike- 
ly that contraband will fully satis- 
fy the country’s appetite, com- 
modity traders said. 

Most countries appear to be 
abiding by the sanctions. Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein called 
on the Iraqi people Sunday to eat 
less and wear their clothes longer 
to beat U.N. sanctions. 

Yemen's foreign minister said 
Monday that his country stood 
ready to help Iraq cope with the 
impact of the sanctions and would 
not allow Iraqis to starve. 

Brazil’s foreign minister. Fran- 
cisco Rezek, said Monday that bis 
country was studying the possibil- 
ity of sending food to Iraq on 
humanitarian grounds. The U.N. 
ban on trade exempted exports of 
food needed for humanitarian 
reasons, Rezek said. 

A report in January by the 


French embassy in Baghdad said 
Iraq spent S1.8 billion on im- 
ported food in 1988. the latest 
year for which reliable statistics 
were available. 

Iraqi imports in 1988 were 
almost 47 per cent higher that in 
the previous year, despite a move 
by Baghdad in March 1987 to 
boost self-sufficiency by privatis- 
ing agriculture, it said. 

Eight products accounted for 
over three quartets of Iraq's food 
imports in 1988: Wheat, frozen 
beef, sugar, powdered milk, eggs 
for hatching, milk for infants* 
food, processed cheese and 
frozen poultry, according to the 
report. 

According to the U.S. Agricul- 
ture Department, Iraq had been 
expected to import 2.9 million 
tonnes of wheat and wheat flour, 
and 1.2 million tonnes of coarse 
grains in 1990/91. Its rice imports 
were forecast to total 550,000 
tonnes in 1990. 

The world's biggest wheat ex- 
porters are the United States, 
Canada, Australia, Argentina 
and the European Community. 

Iraq’s leading suppliers of food 
in 1988 were the United States 
($695 million), Brazil ($170 mil- 
lion), Australia ($166 million), 
Canada ($153 million). France 
($108 million). Turkey ($100 mil- 


lion) and Ireland ($89 million). 

The United States sold the 
most diversified list of exports, 
and had a near monopoly in 
supplies of rice, maize, animal 
feed and vegetable oils, the re- 
port said. 

“The Iraqi food industry is 
therefore in many cases depen- 
dent on American commodity 
supplies,” it said. 

Commodity traders said that 
although supplies could flow 
through Turkey, Ankara 
appeared to be barring lorries 
bound for Baghdad, and that it 
was unlikely that large quantities 
of goods would pass through 
Iran. 

Given the restricted number of 
routes by which smuggled goods 
were likely to enter Iraq, the 
United States would have little 
difficulty monitoring the flow of 
smuggled supplies, the traders 
said. 

“It may be hard to see a cargo 
of 2,000 tonnes of sugar going 
through Turkey,” one trader 
said. “But large cereal shipments, 
like a petrol tanker, can be easily 
spotted.” 

Traders said they were paying 
close attention to imports by Jor- 
dan and Turkey to determine 
whether some supplies were 
being passed through to Iraq. 


Confusion reigns over oil 
supply during Gulf crisis 


LONDON (Agencies) — The oil 
market is confused and in- 
creasingly uncertain about how 
the world will cope with reduced 
oil supplies caused by the Gulf 
crisis, traders and analysts said 
Thursday. 

Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait two 
weeks ago and the subsequent 
United Nations trade embargo 
have effectively removed about 
four million barrels of oil a day 
from world supplies. 

“It’s a whipsaw market,” said 
one weary U.S. trader. “I can’t 
wait for a return to normal.” 

The confusion is at petrol 
pumps where oil companies are 
raising or lowering prices in rapid 
succession. 

The world's two most widely 
traded crude oils — Britain's 
North Sea Brent and West Texas 
Intermediate from the United 
States — are changing hands at 
more than $26 a barrel compared 
with around $15 before the 
takeover of Kuwait. 

“Traders are reluctant to sell 
even at these numbers because 
they are afraid they may have to 
buy back supplies at a higher 
level.” said one London market 
player. 

But traders said prices have not 
yet gone through the roof be- 
cause of expectations that the 
other 11 members of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) will agree to 
raise output to make up for the 
shortfall. 


They said markets were further 
confused because of reports that 
Saudi Arabia, the world's largest 
exporter, is actually cutting de- 
liveries of its crude to Japanese 
and U.S. contract customers by 
about 15 per cent. 

But some analysts said Saudi 
Arabia was just trying to share 
out its exports to supply the 
exiled Kuwait Petroleum Corp 
and other allies suffering from the 
loss of Iraqi and Kuwaiti oil. 

The 13-nation OPEC is split 
over calls from Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela foiajt emergency meet- 
ing. 

Nigeria said a majority of 
OPEC members are against the 
idea. Ecuador has cautioned the 
organisation against playing poli- 
tics in the Gulf. And OPEC 
countries such as Indonesia want 
evidence that the industrialised 
nations are drawing on record 
domestic oil stocks before OPEC 
considers any rise in output. 

But OPEC sources said Saudi 
Arabia was determined to pre- 
vent the kind of oil price shocks 
that hit the world in the 1970s and 
might raise output unilaterally, 
failing any OPEC agreement. 

Huge OPEC oil price rises in 
the 1970s backfired when the 
West sharply reduced its reliance 
on the group's oil through con- 
servation measures and the use 
of alternative energy and sources 
of crude. 

Signs the West is starting to 
utilise stocks occurred when 


American Petroleum Institute fi- 
gures showed that for the firM 
time in months there was a big 
drawdown of almost 10 million 
barrels from U.S. crude and gaso- 
line stocks. 

Other knock-on effects of the 
Gulf crisis can be seen in Indone- 
sia which has cut exports to supp- 
ly its own needs after the reduc- 
tion of Gulf supplies. 

And China has announced it is 
cutting exports to Japan, where 
demand is strong for the light 
crude oil needed to power air 
conditioners during the current 
hot summer weather. 

Meanwhile, the Bush adminis- 
tration wants to use the Gulf 
crisis — and resulting gasoline 
price increases — to push for oil 
drilling in an Alaskan wildlife 
refuge and other environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

"Once Congress gets back, the 
(Interior) Department and others 
will try to make a strong case for 
Congress to act in allowing ex- 
ploration of the coastal plain” of 
the Arctic national wildlife re- 
fuge, said Tom Derocco, chief of 
public affairs for the Minerals 
Management Service. 

The White House also hopes 
the Mideast turmoil and increas- 
ing gas prices will galvanize pub- 
lic opinion. 

“Now that people are having to 
pay higher prices at the gas 
pump, there's a heightened 
awareness of the issue.” said 
Steven Goldstein. 


British wages 
rise in blow 
to government 
inflation fight 

LONDON (R) — Average earn- 
ings of British workers rose 10 
per cent in the year to June 
despite government appeals to 
employers to hold down wage 
costs to fight stubbornly high 
inflation, official figures showed 
Thursday. . 

In another blow to the Con- 
servative government, trailing the 
opposition Labour Party in opin- 
ion polls, unemployent increased 
by a provisional, seasonally ad- 
justed 10,900 in July to 1.63 
miDion or 5.7 per cent of the 
workforce. 

It was the fourth consecutive 
month that unemployment lines 
lengthened in Britain. 

Both earnings, up from 9.75 
per cent in May, and the increase 
in unemployment, which rose by 
6.700 in June, were above market 
expectations. 

"Negotiators should remember 
that unrealistic (pay) settlements 
put people’s job at risk and can 
also destroy the chances for fu- 
ture jobs growth,” said Robert 
Jackson, parliamentary under- 
secretary of state at the Depart- 
ment of Employment. 

Economist David Owen of Lon- 
don merchant bank Kleinwort 
Benson estimated wage settle- 
ments would continue to show 
nine to 10 per cent increases until 
early next year. 

“The petrol price shock, lead- 
ing to inflation, will also intensify 
upward pressure on wage settle- 
ments.” be said. 

Britain announced Monday 
that consumer spending had risen 
by one per cent in July. 


Strong franc keeps 
Nestle sales stagnant 


VEVEY, Switzerland (R) — 
Nestle S.A., the world’s largest 
food company, has said that a 
strong Swiss franc and depressed 
coffee prices had caused sales to 
stagnate in the first half of the 
year. 

Consolidated group turnover 
was barely changed at 22.7 billion 
Swiss francs ($16.9 billion) in the 
first six months, compared with 
22.8 billion francs ($17 billion) in 
the first half of 1989. 

A strong franc tends to weigh 
on Swiss-based Nestle’s sales by 
making turnover in its main fore- 
ign markets worth less when 
translated back into its home 
currency. 

The Swiss franc's strength 
against a number of important 
currencies had the effect of re- 
ducing sales by 12 per cent in the 
first six months. 

Price rises in countries with 
high inflation could only partially 
counterbalance the loss. 


Nestle, famous for its coffee 
and chocolate, also had to cut 
prices for its products in a num- 
ber of important markets as com- 
modity prices, especially for cof- 
fee, dropped. 

It said it expected consolidated 
sales to improve during the 
second half of the year, adding its 
generally positive business trend 
should at least compensate for 
currency factors. 

But exchange-rate fluctuations 
made a reliable forecast for full- 
year sales and profit impossible 
now, it added. 

Nestle will publish its semi- 
annual profit and loss accounts 
and balance sheet in September. 

Its group net profir rose to 2.41 
billion francs ($1.79 billion) last 
year from 2.06 billion ($1.53 bil- 
lion) in 1981. 

Sales rose 21.6 per cent last 
year to 48.04 billion francs 
($35.73 billion). 


Cambodia devalues riel 

Cambodia, 


BANGKOK (R) 
struggling to rebuild its economy 
amid war and international isola- 
tion, has devalued its currency to 
460 riel to the dollar from 360 as 
fixed in May. the official SPK 
news agency said. 

No reason was given for the 
order, issued in a recent com- 
munique by the National Bank of 
Cambodia. The SPK despatch, 
monitored in Bangkok, also gave 
new rates for 10 other currencies. 

The dollar was fetching 480 riel 
on the black market in Phnom 
Penh two weeks ago. 

Cambodia’s economy, virtually 
obliterated by the Khmer Rouge 
rule of 1975-79, has shown signs 


of improvement under free mar- 
ket policies introduced by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 

However, inflation is running 
about 200 per cent and the gov- 
ernment faces cuts in aid from 
Eastern Europe. 

The country has little industry 
or long-term investment, and the 
economic embargo levied by 
most of the world on -he- 
Vietnamese-backed govem?r.er. 
means it has a limited market £;■.• 
its goods, foreign analysts said. 

The riel was fixed at 218 to the 
dollar last November. 

The new rates set the riel at 750 
to the pound sterling and 80.70 to 
the French franc. 
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Ethnic strife escalates in S. Africa: 


Five killed, 55 injured in Soweto 


By Barry Renfrew 

The Associated Press 


SOWETO, South Africa — 
Scores of armed men attacked 
terrified passegners at a train 
station Thursday, killing at least 
five people as the death toll from 
five days of faction fighting 
soared to 148, police said. 

Police and witnesses said the 
fighting between Zulus and 
Xhosas spread Thursday to the 
sprawling black township of 
Soweto when a war band of Zulus 
attacked people ai a railway sta- 
tion. Zulus armed with spears, 
clubs and knives pulled terrified 
people from the platform, back- 
ing several to death, witnesses 
and hospital officials said. 

Scattered fighting erupted later 
in the area, claiming move lives. 
Police said 55 people were in- 
jured in the Soweto fighting 
Thursday. 

Heavily-armed police in trucks 
and vans roared through the area 
at highspeed for hours, randomly 
firing tear gas shells at groups of 
blacks. Youths who tried to block 
roads with burning tyres and 
rocks were dispersed by tear gas. 

Children as young as 10 were 
seen with sticks. 


At one point, dozens of police 
fired tear gas to disperse several 
thousand armed Zulus and 
Xhosas who confronted each 
other after the killings at the 
station, witnesses said. 

“The Zulus are attacking the, 
people and killing everyone," 
said one man, who refused to be 
identified. 

Journalists were made to leave 
the area by armed police. Police 
Captain John Paxton claimed 
journalists were helping incite 
violence, but refused to provide 
evidence. 

A police spokesman, who de- 
clined to be named, said other 
townships hit by fighting earlier 
in the week were quiet Thursday. 
Police in armoured vehicles were 


roaming streets to prevent vio- 
lence, he said. 


Besides the 148 people killed 
since Sunday in four townships 
around Johannesburg, police said 
hundreds of people had been 
injured, but they bad no overall 
figures. Police also reported 
arrests, but declined to give any 
figures. 

The fighting pits mostly Xbosa 
supporters of the African Nation- 
al Congress against the conserva- 


tive Zulu Inkatha movement. 
The independent South African 
Press Association said the 
township fighting was the worst in 
many years. 

“We are fighting for our na- 
tion. We are fighting to protect 
Zulus only,'* said a combatant 
who appeared on government- 
run television late Wednesday. 

Armed bands of Zulus attack- 
ed several shantytowns Wednes- 
day in Tbokoza, Katlehoag and 
Vosloorus townships. The bands 
set fire to houses and attacked 
fleeing residents with spears, 
machete-like pan gas, knives and 
other weapons. 

One resident, who did not want 
to be named, said he saw “more 
than 2,000 Zulus armed with 
guns, spears, butcher’s knives 
and axes attack a squatter camp 
at crossroads in Katlebong. 

“I saw mothers with babies on 
their backs running past my 
house ... I didn’t know what was 
happening and then I saw the 
Zulus,'* be said. 

Witnesses said the Zulus sear- 
ched houses, hunting out and 
attacking Xhosa residents. Some 
residents tried to flee to a nearby 
swamp, but were chased down 
and hacked to death. Other peo- 


ple were burned to death in their 
blazing bouses. 

Hundreds of people whose 
homes were burned gathered for 
safety in large groups Wednesday 
night with the remains of their 
possessions. The South African 
Red Cross said it was trying to set 
up refugee camps to house them. 

Police seized hundreds of 
knives, spears and other weapons 
and reported finding a chest con- 
taining AK-47 assault rifles and 
grenades. A large police truck 
piled high with confiscated 
' weapons was seen leaving Katle- 
bong. 

The fighting started Sunday 
after a minor clash. 

Battles between the ANC and 
Inkatha began spilling into the 
townships around Johannesburg 
in recent weeks. Violence be- 
tween the two groups had been 
concentrated in Natal Province in 
the past. 

The two groups oppose apar- 
theid, but are divided by lead- 
ership rivalry, tribal loyalty and 
differing visions of a future South 
Africa. 

More than 5,000 blacks have 
died since 1985 in fighting be- 
1 tween Inkatha and ANC suppor- 
ters in Natal. 


Gorbachev breaks off Holiday 


to attend crucial economic talks 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev is break- 
ing off his holiday to attend cru- 
cial talks in Moscow on economic 
reform, the official TASS news 
agency said on Thursday. 

TASS quoted Russian Federa- 
tion President Boris Yeltsin as 
saying Gorbachev would return 
to the Soviet capital form the 
Crimea in the next few days. 

Yeltsin on Wednesday broke 
off a tour of Russia, biggest of the 
15 Soviet republics, saying “tur- 
moil" was developing in talks on 
transferring the Soviet economy 
to a free-market system after 
decades of state planning under 
old-style Communism. 

Yeltsin, demanding more 
radical steps towards a market 
economy, reached agreement 
with Gorbachev last month i to 
create a working group including 
officials of the Russian republic 
and the Soviet government to 


draft a joint olan. 

The group u due to present a 
final draft on September 1 for 
discussion by both parliaments, 
but Yeltsin hinted during a 
speech in the Urals city of Sverd- 
lovsk of Tuesday night that prob- 
lems had arisen. 

He said he was returning for a 
day because of turmoil in the 
working group. 

TASS said Gorbachev, whose 
relations with Yeltsin have long 
been strained, “has decided to 
interrupt his holiday and return 
to Moscow to take a direct part in 
the drafting of a concept for 
transfer to a market economy.” 

It gave no details and made no 
mention of any differences in the 
joint group. 

Establishment of a market eco- 
nomy is possibly the most difficult 
task faring Gorbachev. One pre- 
vious reform programme pre- 
sented by Prime Minister Nikolai 


Ryzhkov three months ago was 
effectively rejected by parliament 
after planned food price rises 
sparked panic buying in Moscow. 

The Soviet leader badly needs 
the support of Yeltsin, by far the 
most popular politician in Russia, 
to push through an alternative 
programme. 

Formation of the joint commis- 
sion headed by Gorbachev and 
Yeltsin raised hopes of agree- 
ment on radical measures to pull 
the Soviet economy out of its 
stagnation. 

Even in the Soviet capital, shop 
shelves are largely empty of food 
and consumer goods. 

Skirmishes have broken out in 
several cities over cigarette shor- 
tages, aviation has been disrupted 
by fuel rationing and the grain 
harvest, possibly the best in 
Soviet history, is threatened by a 
shortage of petrol for trucks and 
harvesters. 


Sri Lanka 

armsTamil 

civilians 


COLOMBO (R) — Sn Lanka 
said on Thursday it is giving guns 
to hand-picked Tamil civilians to 
protect their eastern villages from 
reprisal killings by Muslims. 

The move follows the mas- 
sacres of scores of Muslims in a 
series of attacks on Muslim vil- 
lages and mosques by Tamil re- 
bels in the past two weeks. 

"There have been reprisals on 
the part of the Muslim commun- 
ity. A gang of armed Muslims is 
going on the rampage as a result 
of the killings of Muslims," said 
Deputy Defence Minister Ran j an 
Wijeratne. 

“Our armed forces and police 
are attempting to track them. I 
have given instructions to treat 
them as terrorists and anyone 
attacking Tamils will be brought 
to book," Wijeratne told a news 
conference. 

Muslim civilians were given 
arms earlier this week to protect 
their villages from rebel attacks. 
Hundreds of civil “home guards" 
have also been armed. 

The defence ministry secretary. 
General Cyril Ranatunga, said 
682 Sinhalese, Muslim ami Tamil 
civilians had been killed since the 
Liberation of Tamil Eelam began 
their latest offensive on June 11. 

Military authorities have said 
the Tigers, fighting to set up an 
independent homeland in the 
northeast, were responsible for 
the killings of the Muslims and 
Sinhalese. The Tigers have de- 
nied the charge. 

Wijeratne said the government 
would give the same degree of 
protection to villagers from all 
three communities, and appealed 
for people to remain calm and 
exercise restraint. 


He said the Tigers were attack- 
ing Sinhalese and Muslims in the 
east to divert the attention of 
security forces battling the rebels 
in the north. 

Ranatunga said 331 security 
force members had been killed 
and 801 wounded in action since 
the Tigers began their offensive 
in June. 

He said 299 policemen were 
also killed and 352 were missing 
and presumed killed by the Ti- 
gers, who overran 30 police sta- 
tions and seized 600 policemen in 
their first wavefof attacks. 

Ranatunga said the security 
forces had confirmed that 1,000 
Tigers have been killed and 1.700 
wounded since the fighting be- 
gan. 



China carries out second nuclear test 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — China conducted a nuclear 
weapons test Thursday, the second this year after a break of 
nearly two years, Swedish monitors reported. “This was an 
unusually strong explosion by Chinese standards,” said Mats 
Gustavsson, an official at Sweden's defence research establish- 
ment. The agency's Hagfors Observatory picked up signals 
indicating a yield of 50-200 lolotons. The observatory said in a 
statement the underground bomb was detonated at 0500 GMT at 
the Lop Nor test site in Xinjiang province. China’s last previous 
test was May 26 and the yield was estimated at less than 40 
kilotons. That explosion was the first since Sept. 29, 1988, when a 
bomb of less than 10 kilotons was tested. China is the only nuclear 
nation that makes no announcements about its tests. Relatively 
little is known about its nudear capabilities. 


FAO calls for global action to save forests 


NAIROBI (R) — The United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) on Thursday said it was time to stop 
destroying the world’s forests — for their own sake and that of the 
countries that depend on them. “I am alarmed at the unpre- 
cedented speed by which many of the poor countries are losing 
their natural wealth,” FAO Director-General Edouard Saouma 
said in a speech read for him at a meeting on the environment in 
Nairobi. He appealed for an international convention on con- 
servation and management of forests. “All countries must 
cooperate in the common endeavour to maintain and develop 
forests as a renewable source,” Saouma said. He said poverty, 
food and debt problems and, an unfair global economic system 
made some countries sacrifice their heirtage. Quoting from a 
preliminary FAO report on tropical forests to be published next 
year, Saouma said tbeir rate of deforestation rose to 168,000 
square kilometres in 1990 from 94,000 square kilometres 10 years 
earlier. 


Trial of Trinidad rebels could begin next 
week 


PORT OF SPAIN (R) — Some of the black Muslim rebels 
charged with treason for their coup attempt against the Trinidad 
and Tobago government last month could appear before a 
magistrate as early as next week, knowledgeable government 
sources said Wednesday. Formal criminal charges including 
treason, murder, possession of arms, kidnapping and arson, were 
filed earlier this week against Imam Yasin Abu Bakr, leader of 
the Jamaat-Al-Muslimeen group. The group mounted an unsuc- 
cessful coup attempt July 27 in which it stormed the parliament 
building and state-run television station, seizing Prime Minister 
A.N.R. Robinson and 46 other hostages. Official reports said at 
least 23 people were killed and hundreds of others, including 
Robinson, injured during the uprising. The Muslims accused the 
government of corruption, racism and murder, and called for 
elections within 90 days. The coup attempt ended five days later 
when all members of the Jamaat surrendered to authorities. 


10 tonnes of contra scrap go for alms 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The United Nations turned over 10 
tonnes of scrap metal from guns and other military hardware used 
by the Nicaraguan contra rebels to a relief group which intends to 
use them to make artificial limbs for young war victims. The 10 
tonnes of destroyed weapons, supplied by the United States, had 
been .handed over to die U.N. observed Group in Central 
America in Honduras (ONUCA), where a few thousand contras 
were disarmed last April. The bulk of the forces were disarmed 
later by ONUCA in Nicaragua itself where the contras ended 
their 10-year battle against the leftist Sandmista government 
following the election victory last February of U.S.-backed 
President Violeta Chamorro, who took office in April. 


West Africa 
to demand 
ceasefire from 
Liberian 
rebel leader 


FREETOWN (R) — West Afri- 
can leaders will demand that 
Liberian rebels leader Charles 
Taylor agree to an immediate 
ceasefire in his country's civil war 
at a meeting in Gambia on Thurs- 
day or Friday, diplomatic sources 
said on Wednesday night. 

They will also ^nake clear to 
Taylor that if he refuse a cease- 
fire, a West African peace- 
keeping force assembling in Sier- 
ra Leone will move into Liberia 


anyway. 


Taylor's National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL), which 
controls nearly all of Liberia ex- 
cept for the centre and northern 
suburbs of the capital Monrovia, 
has so far refused a ceasefire and 
has opposed foreign intervention. 

“If Taylor wants an agreement 
he will have to cease fire,” one 
senior West African diplomat 
told Reuters. 


“What is certain is that the 
heads of state have decided that 
the force is going in there, any- 
way," he added. 

Five West African states are 
contributing to the 2,500-strong 
peace-keeping force, formed 
under the auspices of the Econo- 
mic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS). 


The sources said only two of 
their leaders — Gambian Presi- 
dent Sir Dawda Jawara and Gha- 
naian head of state Jerry Rawl- 
ings — were expected to meet the 
Liberian rebel leader in the Gam- 
bian capital Banjul. 

Nigerian leader Ibrahim 
Babangida, seen as sympathetic 
to Liberia's embattled President 
Samuel Doe. had refused to meet 
Taylor, the sources said. 


The presidents of Guinea and 
Sierra Leone, the other two coun- 
tries contributing to the ECO- 
WAS peace-keeping force, were 
also expected to stay away from 
the meeting, they added. 

However, the head of the 
force, officially dubbed the ECO- 
WAS Monitoring Group (ECO- 
MOG), General Arnold 
Quainoo, flew from the Sierra 
Leone capital of Freetown to 
Banjul on Wednesday to meet 
Taylor. 


South Korean students 
attack U.S. military base 


SEOUL (R) — About 50 South 
Korean radical students tossed 
petrol bombs and rocks at an 
American military compound in 
Seoul on Thursday, but apparent- 
ly caused no damage or injuries, 
witnesses said. 

The students also attacked 
police with firebombs and dubs 
and chased away an outnumbered 
patrol force posted nearby, the 
witnesses said. The students ran 
away when police reinforcements 
arrived. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
confirmed the attack had taken 
place at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Headquarters in cen- 


tral Seoul but gave no details. 

The engineers’ compound is 
about three kilometres from the 
main U.S. army base in Seoul’s 
Yongsan area. 

The main base was the target of 
a demonstration on Tuesday 
when four dissidents drove 
through the open main gate and 
staged a 10-minute protest before 
being arrested. 


There were no arrests in Thurs- 
day’s attack, a witness -said. 

The dissidents demand that 
U.S. troops and their nuclear 
weapons be withdrawn from 
South Korea, and that American 


forces loose their grip on the 
approach to Panmunjom. the 
border hamlet which is the only 
crossing point along the 255 
kilometres North-South Korean 
border. 

U.S. troops, now numbering 
about 43,000. have been sta- 
tioned in South Korea since the 
end of World War II, and their 
presence has been an issue among 
South Korea’s dissidents and 
radical students. 

The radical students scattered 
leaflets which .demanded a peace 
treaty with North Korea to re- 
place the armistice agreement 
which ended hostilities in 1953. 


E. German 
threaten to leave coalition 


WEST BERLIN (AP) — East 
Germany’s Social Democrats on 
Thursday renewed threats to 
leave the struggling government 
coalition, a day after four cabinet 
ministers were sacked. 

Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere is facing mounting 
threats to his government, which 
is supposed to guide the country 
into a merger with rich West 
Germany. 

Wolfgang Thierse, head of the 
coalition partner Social Demo- 
crats (SPD), said he envisions Ins 
party pulling out as early as next 
week. SPD officials have 
threatened to leave de Maiziere’s 
government several times in re- 
cent weeks. 

“I can no longer envision work- 
ing further with this prime minis- 
ter, whose actions are becoming 
ever more adventurous.” Thierse 
said. 

He told West Berlin's radio 
station SFB he expects the deri- 
sion as soon as the SPD members 


of parliament return from vaca- 
tion. 

De Maiziere has come under 
severe criticism for allegedly 
dealing behind the backs of the 
SPD in an attempt to speed up 
unification. 

The prime minister also is fac- 
ing a national economic catas- 
trophe. 

East Germany's deepening 
economic crisis forced de 
Maiziere into ousting the four 
ministers from his quarrelsome 
cabinet. 

De Maiziere announced the 
dismissals of Finance Minister 
Walter Romberg and Agriculture 
Minister Peter Pollack at a hastily 
called news conference 8 
Wednesday evening. 

Also gone are Economics 
Minister Gerhard Pohi and Jus- 
tice Minister Kurt Wnensche. 

De Maiziere cited errors in the 
negotiation of the treaty that gov- 
erns the terms of the economic 
merger of the two German states 


as one reason for the dismissals. 
He was not specific, although he 
did say that distribution of funds 
from West Germany to restruc- 
ture East Germany’s economy 
was proceeding too slowly. 

The two countries merged thetr 
economies. East Germany intro- 
duced the powerful West German 
mark as its currency on July 1, a 
major step in the unification pro- 
cess. 

But the rapid shift from a 
centrally planned to a free market 
system has been felt painfully 
throughout the East German eco- 
nomy. 

Pollack's ouster was 
announced just hours after angry 
fanners pelted him with eggs at a 
mass rally in downtown East Ber- 
lin. 

De Maiziere said Pollack's dis- 
missal was not related to the 
nationwide farm protests. The 
prime minster said Pollack failed 
to design a programme to restruc- 
ture die agricultural system. 


U.S. Navy to evacuate 
400 Indians from Liberia 


FREETOWN (R) — The U.S. 
Navy operating off the coast of 
Liberia will evacuate about 400 
Indian nationals from the war- 
tom capital Monrovia, U.S. offi- 
cials said on Thursday. 

The Indians will be flown by 
helicopter on Friday to. the four 
U.S. warships that have already 
evacuated about 300 other fore- 
igners from Liberia over the last 
10 days. 

Most have been flown from the 
U.S. embassy compound in Mon- 
rovia, where rebel groups are 
battling to overthrow President 
Samuel Doe. to the ships and 
then ferried to Freetown, capital 
of neighbouring Sierra Leone. 

Another group of 105 people 
drove in convoy out of the city 
and were evacuated from the 
rebel-held port of Buchanan, 120 
kilometres to the southeast. 

They had sought refuge in the 
West German. Spanish and Swiss 
embassies, which fell behind the 
lines of Charles Taylor’s main- 
stream rebel movement, .the 
National Patriotic Front of Liber- 
ia (NPFL), in recent fighting. 

The U.S. officials did not say 
where the Indian nationals had 


gathered, nor from which point 
they would be flown out. India 
has a consulate, but no embassy 
in Liberia. 

But Indian community sources 
in Freetown said most of the 
Indians being evacuated had 
taken refuge in the Indian school 
in Mbnroria, although they were 
not sure which rebel faction con- 
trolled the area where it is lo- 
cated. 

A small breakaway rebel fac- 
tion led by Prince Johnson is also 
fighting in Monrovia to over- 
throw the government. 

Two Indian diplomats were 
flying to Sierra Leone on Thurs- 
day night to supervise the evacua- 
tion, the Indian sources added. 

A convoy of 40 people, includ- 
ing the last German diplomats, 
left Monrovia on Wednesday 
heading overland to Ivory Coast. 


The convoy also contained 
people from the Egyptian and 
Moroccan embassies, but reports 
from Liberia said Taylor's NPFL 
had prevented some 60 refugees, 
mostly Guineans, from proceed- 
ing to the border. 

Taylor is opposed to a planned 


intervention in the eight-month- 
old civil war by a West -African 
peacekeeping force assembling in 
Sierra Leone and diplomats said 
his rebel movement appeared to 
be holding the West Africans as 
hostages. 

Evacuees from Monrovia said 
these were up to 2,000 Nigerian 
refugees trapped at the Nigerian 
embassy in Monrovia. . 

There are also several 
thousand people from other West 
African countries stranded in the 
battle-torn city. 

Taylor, whose rebel movement 
now controls most of Liberia, Was 
expected to fly to Gambia on 
Thursday or Friday for talks with 
West African leaders on how the 
2,500-strong multinational 
peacekeeping force might be de- 
ployed to impose a ceasefire with 
the agreement of all sides. 

Doe and Johnson have already 
agreed to the peacekeeping 
force’s intervention, but Taylor 
still opposes it. 


"Taylor is the only bone that is 
still sticking in our throat,” one 
Sierra Leonean official told Reu- 
ters. 


Russia, Lithuania sign trade treaty 


MOSCOW (AP) — Lithuania 
and the Russian Federation 
signed a trade and economic 
cooperation treaty which bypas- 
ses the central government, 
TASS reported Thursday. 

The treaty is the first of its kind 
between two Soviet republics. 
Russian President Boris N. Yelt- 
sin had offered lasr month to 
negotiate a range of political, 
economic and social treaties with 
other republics. Both Lithuania 
and Rustia have declared they 


want more autonomy from the 
central government. 

The treaty was signed in the 
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius on 
Wednesday by the republic’s 
Prime Minister Kazimiera Pruns- 
kiene and Russian Prime Minister 
Ivan Silayev. 

The independent news agency 
Postfactum said prices of goods to 
be traded between the two repub- 
lics will initially be negotiated by 
the buyers and sellers, but will 
gradually myve to world prices. 


Under the Soviet Union’s com- 
mand economy, all resources and 
products now are simply handed 
over to the central government at' 
prices set by Soviet bureaucrats. 
They then redistribute everything 
around the country. 

TASS said issues standing in 
the way of even closer economic 
cooperation between Lithuania 
and Russia include the legal ques- 
tion of who owns natural re- 
sources on the huge Russian terri- 
tory. 


Zia’s son bidding to be Bhutto’s rival 


By Raja Asghar 

Reuter 


ISLAMABAD — Two years af- 
ter the death of Pakistani military 
ruler Mohammad Zia U1 Haq, his 
son, Ejaz U1 Haq, is bidding to be 
the main political rival to sacked 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. 

The capital Islamabad and the 
nearby town of Rawalpindi were 
filled with large portraits of 
General Zia and banners praising 
his 11-year rule on die eve of the 
second anniversary on Friday of 
his death in a mysterious plane 
crash. 

Ejaz, 38, aiming to unite right 
wing forces to revive his father's 
Islamic legacy, views elections in 
October as a contest with Bhutto, 
whom President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan dismissed last week as the 
first elected woman leader of a 
Muslim nation. 

“If Benazir Bhutto directly 
comes in the elections, it wfl] be a 
direct confrontation between her 
and me,” he told Reuters in an 
interview on Wednesday. “All 


forces will begin revolving around 
ns automatically." 

But political sources said senior 
politicians could use politically 
inexperienced Ejaz as a pawn in 
their bid for the control of anti- 
Bhutto forces and for power. 

Zia’s followers dominate the 
anti-Bhutto Islamic Democratic 
Alliance (IDA) which is headed 
by Bhutto's main rival, Nawaz 
Sharif. 

Organisers have planned a rally 
beside Zia's grave on Friday, and 
Ejaz has toured the country to 
make it a big show of strength. 

He said the Shabeed (martyr) 
Zia U1 Haq Foundation he set up 
bad 300,000 members. 

Ejaz said he could form his 
own party if he found his col- 
league in the Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) party of former 
Pirme Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo were not following Zia’s 
mission to Islamise Pakistani soci- 
ety. 

Ejaz was given a chief organis- 
er’s post earlier this month in the 
PNL, which is the main compo- 
nent of the IDA. 


“They did not make me chief 
organiser because they loved 
me." Ejaz said. “They made me 
chief organiser because they 
know that there exists support 
(for Zia) which can be used.” 

Fearing a possible rift in the 
party, Ejaz would not say he was 
running for the job of prime 
minister. 

“I have... a tremendous sup- 
port which exists out there," he 
said. “But if I have to make a 
sacrifice to keep the party 
together, I will make it. 

President Ishaq Khan, a pro- 
tege of Zia, dismissed Bhutto's 
20- month-old government on Au- 
gust 6, dissolved the national 
assembly and ordered fresh elec- 
tions on October 24. 

Ejaz challenged Bhutto, 37, to 
face him in direct electoral con- 
tests in all the four provincial 
capitals. 

“Let her select constituencies 
of her choice in the four cities,” 
he said. 

Under Pakistani law a candi- 
date can stand for any number of 
parliamentary seats but caa retain 


only one at a tune. 

The PPP was the largest single 
party but did not have an abso- 
lute majority in the 237-seat 
national assembly (lower house). 

Zia toppled Bhutto’s fattier, 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, as prime 
minister in a 1977 military coup 
and ordered him hanged follow- 
ing a controversial conviction cm 
conspiiacy-to- murder charges. ' 
Ejaz said Benazir Bhutto had 
shelved an inquiry into the Au- 
gust 17, 1988 crash- of the C-130 
Hercules transport in which Zia 
was killed along with several 
other army generals and U.S. 
Ambassador Arnold RapheL 
Ejaz said he would ask caretak- 
er Prime Minister Ghulam Mus- 
tafa Jatoi to reopen 'the issue. 

“I am going to wait for a couple 
of weeks to let the dost settle 
down and Jatoi to settle down 
and to see what initiative he is 
going to take regarding die in- 
quiry," Ejaz said. 

“Otherwise we will have to see 

whether we are going to take it to 

the public... or take it to the 
court.” 
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Gorbachev restores; 
Soviet citizenship to 
Solzhenitsyn 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has restored 
citizenship to Soviet writer Alex- 
ander Solzhenitsyn who was ex- 
pelled to the West in 1974; the 
official TASS news agency sad 
on Thursday.. TASS, citing a' 

spokesman for Gorbachev, said 
the Kremlin leader issued decrees 
on Wednesday restoring, 
citizenship to 21 people. Trey 
included Solzhenitsyn, winner of 
the 1970 Nobel Prize for litera- 
ture, historian . Ley Kopelev, 
chess . player . Viktor . Koicninoy 
satirical writer Vladimir Voino- 
vich and physicist Yuri Orlov; - 


Police cracksmen 
end second prison 
siege 


MOSCOW (AI*). — Police 
stormed a prison shop-in. central 
Russia, 'gunning' down two -prisr 
oners who- were holding two-" 
female sales clerks hostage. Trod, 
newspaper reported Thursday. 
The men barricaded- themselves': 
in the prison shop in Tula, 200 
kilometres; south . of. Moscow, on, 
Wednesday night and threatened 
to kin the women unless they 
were given. a loaded submachine 
gun, vodka and a tnxs with a fuff 
tank of gasoline, thenewspapeir 
said. lYud .said _the men yroce 
about to carry out their threat r 
when the police broke through 
die door and gunned. them down 
late Wednesday. It saief the hos- 
tages were not hurt. KGB agents 
and Interior Ministry troops also 
stormed a jaff in the Black Sea 
city of Sukhumi on Wednesday, 
endin g a five-day. siege by armed 
inmates bolding tiiefr guards hos- 
tage. TASS said the prisoners 7 
ringleader was seriously injured 
in the assault as, ’was a ? KGB.. 
agent, an Interior Mlmstiy -sqi-’ 
dier and two of the hostages: 


Soviet ex-soldier to 
return hoard of art to: 
German museum \ 


WASHINGTON (g) ^ Mbre 
than~.3$Q drawing? ~ add waterco- 
lours, including some by; Rem- 
brandt, Monet and Van, Gogh, 
are being returned to a Germain 
museum by a Soviet ex-army 
officer, the Washington Post re- 
ported on Thursday. The works 
bad been presumed lost forever 
from the Kunsthalle Museum in 
Bremen, West Germany. The 
museum’s director, Siegfried 
Salzmann, told the Post that the 
Soviet officer, Viktor Baldin, res- 
cued tiie art from German and 
Soviet troops at the end of World 
War II and kept the paintings. 
Baldin, now 72 and director-of 
Moscow’s Architecture Museum, 
was said to have come upon than 
in the ruins of a castle north of 
Beilin. The art had been cached - 
there for protection against air 
raids on Bremen. The board con- 
stitutes one of the hugest and. 
most valuable collections to be 
returned to any German museum 
since the allies redistributed 
thousands of works found hidden 
in German salt mines after World 
War II. At its heart are -28 draw- 
ings and watercolours by 16th 
oentury German artist Albrecht 
Durer, Salzmann said. Included 
are 362 drawings and waterco- 
lours by Raphael, Gya, Rem- 
brandt, Rubens, Delacroix, Man- 
et and Monet and what was said 
to be Van Gogh’s only known 
drawing for ins painting “starry 
night." 


Suspended CDU 
official denies he 
was paid Stasi 
informer 


EAST BERLIN (R) — A senior" 
official of East Germany’s gov- 
erning Christian Democratic Un- 
ion (CDU) has. denied allegations 
that he was a paid informer-for 
the former Communist security ^ 
police, or Stasi. Martin Kirchner 
was suspended as the CDITs 
g^M^al-secretaiy on Wednesday - 
pending an investigation into the 
actions based on interviews; 
with former Stasi officers in ife T 
West German weekly magazine 
Stern. But Kirchner, a senior 
figure m the Protestant Churi* 
brfore enteri^ politics, said 'w 
Thursday s edition of the CDU 
°<^spapeT Neue Zeit "In my 

^ S^°1 00UW 001 “void con- 
tacts with tiie stale security ser- 

thS. 1 i“ eV ? workcd with 
He also denied recetuinfc 

chner bad been one of the most 
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